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Treasury Proposes To Redefine 


Fair Value Under Dumping Act 


In a move to achieve greater speed and to minimize uncertainty in 
administration of the Antidumping Act, the Department of the Treasury 
has proposed an amendment revising the procedure for ascertaining the 
“fair value” of imported commodities under the act. 

Before the proposed amendment is finally adopted, consideration will 


be given to any pertinent views which 
may be submitted (in duplicate) to 
the Commissioner of Customs, Wash- 
ington, 25, D. C., by December 14. 
Dates for hearings will be announced 
later. 

The amendment, announced by the 
Treasury Department on November 3 
and published in the Federal Register 
of November 4, would revise the pro- 
cedure set forth in the Federal Reg- 
ister of June 22, 1954. The revision 
has been drafted in the light of 
comments received from American 
producers, American importers, and 
foreign producers, the Treasury De- 
partment stated, pointing out that 
“underlying their comments was the 
fact that calculations required by ex- 
isting regulations had become intri- 
cate, time consuming, and often did 
not result in a reasonable measure for 
price comparison.” 


The proposed regulation is intended 
to permit the use of the commercially 
accepted prices for imported commod- 
ities. The Treasury proposes to con- 
sider the price in the home market as 
the “fair value” unless the volume of 
Sales in the home market is so small 
as to afford an unrealistic basis of 
comparison. In that event, consider- 
ation would be giverl to the going 
price in sales for export to countries 
other than the United States. 

By freeing itself from the rigid re- 
strictions which have grown up to 
control the meaning of “foreign 
market value,” the Treasury expects 
to be able to find fair value and refer 
cases to the Tariff Commission or dis- 
miss them, as the case may be, faster 
than before. There should also be 
greater certainty as to what the fair 
value of a particular commodity is, 
and thereby foreign exporters and 
domestic importers would more often 
be able to ascertain whether there is 
danger that a dumping duty may be 
assessed. 


Under the Dumping Act, as amended 
by the Customs Simplification Act of 
1954, once the Secretary of the Treas- 





ury has determined that foreign im- 
ports are being sold at less than fair 
value, the Tariff Commission is re- 
quested to ascertain whether such im- 
ports are injuring or are likely to 
injure domestic industry. 

If that determination is in the af- 
firmative, a dumping order is issued 
by the Treasury and thereafter im- 
perts which are found to have been 
sold at less than foreign market value 
are assessed an additional duty equal 
to the difference between the foreign 
market value and the price applicable 
to the particular importation. 





New Installation in Seville 
Plant To Supplement Power 


The American-owned Manufacturas 
de Corcho Armstrong, S. A. has 
started preparing space for the in- 
stallation of a 100-kilowatt generator 
to provide its plant in Seville, Spain, 
with supplementary power when none 
is received from the Compania Sevil- 
lana de Electricidad. 

Though this generator will not be 
able to operate the plant completely 
it will be sufficient to provide power 
for essential purposes. 





Capacity Raised at Madras 
City Thermal Steam Plant 


The installed capacity of Madras 
city’s thermal steam plant was raised 
from 60,000 kilowatts to 75,000 kilo- 
watts when the second 15,000-kilowatt 
steam plant was commissioned at the 
end of October. 

The city’s powerhouse will have an 
installed capacity of 105,000 kilowatts 
by 1957 after the erection and com- 
missioning of plant and equipment to 
produce an additional 30,000 kilowatts. 





Egypt’s cotton stocks on August 1, 
1954, were estimated at 495,000 bales, 
about 40 percent below stocks of 845,- 
000 bales held a year earlier, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports. 
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Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre. 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import reg. 
ulations—is quickly and directly 
available to businessmen in thelr 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United Sta 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, for 
use by businessmen. 


The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. M., 208 U. 8. Courthouse. 

Atlanta 5, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 8t. 
Bidg. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. 8S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y¥., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Eldg., West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bidg. 

Chicago 6, lll., 226 W. Jackson Bivd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 

El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bidg. 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal —_ 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 8. Broadway. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 229 Federal Bidg. 

Miami 32, Fila., 36 NE. First St. 

Minneapolis 2, Minn., 607 Marquette Ave, 

New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 

New York 17, N. Y., 110 EB. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Courthouse, 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 20, Va., 900 Lombardy St. 

St. Louls 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bidg. 


Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple St. 


San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
house. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bidg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers, consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 





Samuel W. Anderson, Assistant Secretary 
for International Affairs 





U. S. Department of Commerce 
FOREIGN COMMERCE WEEKLY 
Sinclair Weeks, Secretary 


Annual subscriptions: Domestic, $3.50; Foreign, $4.50; single copy, 10 cents. Make remittances payable to the Treasurer of the 
United States and mail either to your nearest Field Service Office or to the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C. Address changes should be sent direct to the Superintendent of Documents. 


NOTE: Contents of this publication are not copyrighted and may be reprinted freely. Mention of source will be appreciated. 
Published with the approval of the Bureau of the Budget, June 19, 1952. 


Loring K. Macy, Director 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Trade Deficit Reduced 





Japanese Economy Contracts Further 


The level of Japan’s economic activity contracted further during 


July and August. 


Industrial production continued to recede—under the impact of the 
Government’s deflationary policy and the stress of expanding inven- 
tories in the hands of producers—from the peak reached last March, 


and unemployment continued to be 
a cause of concern. 

The improvement in Japan’s inter- 
national balance of payments, which 
pecame evident during the second 
quarter of the calendar year, was 
maintained with an excess of total 
receipts over payments in both July 
and August. An expansion in mer- 
chandise exports coupled with a sharp 
drop in imports resulted in a signifi- 
cant decline in the adverse balance of 
merchandise trade. 

Trade with the sterling area con- 
tinued to show an excess of receipts 
over payments and the deficit in trade 
with the dollar area dropped sharply. 
Special dollar earnings were at ap- 
proximately the same level as in pre- 
ceding months, averaging somewhat 
more than $50 million monthly. 


Monetary Stringency Eases 


There was some easing of the finan- 
cial stringency of previous months, 
attributable largely to smaller Treas- 
ury withdrawals from the money 
market than previously had been 
anticipated. This easing of the money 
supply contributed to a moderate 
increase in savings and in bank de- 
posits which, in turn, facilitated 
a limited expansion in lending by 
private banks, although the Bank of 
Japan continued to restrict the use 
of its credit facilities. The expendi- 
ture of Government funds also 
strengthened purchasing power and 
stimulated domestic consumer de- 
mand. 

Steady domestic consumption to- 
gether with expanding export sales 
contributed to a downward adjustment 
in wholesalers’ inventories in some 
categories. The decline in wholesale 
commodity prices, which had begun 
in February of this year, was checked. 
Consumer prices showed no marked 
change, buttressed by the relatively 
strong consumer demand which was 
in part seasonal arising from the pay- 
ment of mid-year bonuses and the 
summer festivals. Following a mod- 
erate decline in July, security prices 
were bullish during August, stimu- 
lated by the relatively small with- 
drawal of funds by the Government 
and better rice crop prospects. 


Industrial Output Declines 


Industrial production — manufac- 
turing and mining combined—con- 
tinued in July and August the decline 
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which began in April. The production 
index for August dropped to 1548 
(1934-36—100), which was 2.9 percent 
below the July level, 4.2 percent less 
than in June, and 10.2 percent down 
from the peak of last March. This 
output was 2.2 percent more, how- 
ever, than in August 1953. 


Mining activity increased by 1.1 
percent in July compared with June, 
but dropped sharply in August to a 
level 9.7 percent lower than in June. 
Output in August was approximately 
the same as in the corresponding 
month last year. 


The production of manufactures de- 
clined steadily, being 1.7 and 3.7 per- 
cent lower in July and August, re- 
spectively, than during June. It was 
still somewhat greater—2.5 percent— 
than in August of the preceding year. 

The continued drop in industrial 
output was attributed principally to 
the impact of the Government’s de- 
flationary policy and the continuing 
expansion of inventories in producers’ 
hands. Manufacturers’ inventories 
reached another postwar peak at the 
end of July when they were 14.8 per- 
cent greater than at the end of May 
of this year; this was a level 53 per- 
cent higher than at the end of 
August a year earlier. Seasonal 
factors, such as the summer holidays 
and a drop in hydroelectric-power 
generation, also served to depress pro- 
duction. 

The curtailment in output of man- 
ufactures was greater in durable 
goods—6.6 percent—than in nondur- 
able goods—1.9 percent—except for a 
marked seasonal fall in food produc- 
tion. In the nondurable goods category, 
production of printing and chemicals 
expanded. Textile output was main- 
tained at approximately the level of 
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recent months. The greatest decline in 
durable goods in August was in Coma 
ics, metals, and machinery. 


Unemployment Increases 
The decline in economic activity 


continued to have an adverse effect 
on the employment situation. Un- 


employment and the number of — 


recipients of unemployment insurance 
increased. The worsening of the em- 
ployment situation appeared to be 
more pronounced in the capital goods 
industries than among the manufac- 
turers of consumer goods. 

Consumer demand was active, 
which, partly seasonal, contributed to 
a downward adjustment in whole- 
salers’ inventories in some lines. De- 
partment store sales rose seasonally 
in July but declined in August to ap- 
proximately the June level. They were 
13 and 8.6 percent greater, however, 
than during July and August a year 
earlier. Consumer demand was stimu- 
lated by outlays for public works, 
Government wheat purchases, pension 
payments, and subsidies to local gov- 
ernment entities. 


Exports in July expanded signifi- 
cantly to $141.7 million—the highest 
monthly figure since December 1951— 
and in August were maintained at 
this level, being valued at $141.3 mil- 
lion. Taken in conjunction with a 
sharp drop in the import vaiue, which 
was $183.8 million in July and $167 
million in August, the result was a 
marked decline in the adverse balance 
of merchandise trade. 

The average monthly excess of 
imports over exports for the 2 months 
was $33.8 million, compared with an 
average adverse monthly balance of 
$115.5 million during the first half 


of 1954. The export value in August ~ 


was 14.4 percent greater than in June 
and 27.1 percent more than in August 
1953. The import value in August, on 
the other hand, dropped 14.9 percent 
below the June level, and was 15.7 
percent less than in Augpust a year 
earlier. The import decline was in. 
part seasonal, but nevertheless re- 
flected the Government’s policy of 
curtailing imports during the current 
fiscal year. A review of Japanese 
trade during the first 8 months of 
1954 will appear in an early issue of 
Foreign Commerce Weekly. 


Exchange Position Improves 
During both July and August 
Japan’s balance of payments con- 
tinued to show an excess of total for- 
eign-exchange receipts over payments. 


For the first month ‘since November 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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Japanese Economy... 
(Continued from Page 3) 


1953, there was an excess of total 
ipts in June amounting to $10.8 
on. In July and August the ex- 

cess of total receipts over payments 

equaled $17.8 million and $38.4 mil- 

lion, respectively, or a total excess 

of receipts of $67 million for the 
period June-August. This excess was 
sufficient to reduce the aggregate 
deficit in Japan’s balance of pay- 

ments for the calendar year 1954, 

which had reached $188.3 million at 

the end of May, to $121.3 million at 
the end of August. 


The increase in the excess of total 
receipts over payments from $108 
million in June to $384 million in 
August was the result principally of 
a drop in total payments, since total 
receipts in August were only slightly 
less than in June. This decline in 
payments was attributable largely to 
a reduction in visible (merchandise) 
payments of $33.2 million. 


Tetal invisible receipts declined 
moderately to $72.1 million in August, 
compared with $82.1 million in June. 
Special dollar earnings from U. S. 
procurement and expenditures by 
U. S. Armed Forces personnel con- 
tinued to be a major factor in these 
invisible receipts, averaging more 
than $50 million monthly during July 
and August. 

Sterling transactions on merchan- 
dise trade continued to show a sur- 
plus of receipts over payments, 
amounting to $18.4 million and $17.5 
million, respectively, in July and Au- 
gust, compared with a surplus of $19.9 
million in June. Contributing to this 
excess of sterling receipts, however, 
was a further small expansion of 
sterling credits to Japan, which in 
effect merely postponed certain pay- 
ments. 

These credits appeared to have 
leveled off in July at about the equi- 
valent of $60 million after a steady 
rise since February. The deficit on 
merchandise trade with the dollar 
area dropped in August: to $35.9 mil- 
lion compared with $76.4 million in 


June. This was the smallest deficit 


since August a year earlier. With 
the open-account area there con- 
tinued to be a small excess of receipts 
over payments in both July and Au- 
gust. 

Business Bankruptcies Down 


Trade terms continued to decline 
moderately in both July and August— 
0.6 and 0.9 percent, respectively—be- 
cause of a greater decline in export 
than in import prices. The export- 
price index in August was 1.9 percent 
less than in June. Textile export 
prices during August, however, aver- 
aged 1 percent higher than in July. 
The continued general decline in the 
export-price average contributed to 


4 





U. S.-German Treaty 
In Field Offices 


Copies of the Treaty of Friend- 
ship, Commerce, and Navigation 
between the United States and 
the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many, signed in Washington on 
October 29, have been sent to all 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices, where they are now avail- 
able for inspection. 

The new treaty will become 
effective 1 month after ratifica- 
tion by both parties. 











the improvement in Japan’s export 
position. 

The financial situation during July 
and August was easier than had been 
anticipated earlier, when it had been 
expected that this period might be 
the most critical in connection with 
the deflationary program. The num- 
ber of dishonored commercial bills, as 
reported by the Tokyo clearing house, 
dropped in July and August to a daily 
average of 1,326 and 1,361, respective- 
ly, compared with the alltime peak of 
1,839 in May and 1,488 in June. 

Available data also indicate that 
the number of business bankruptcies 
during the period under review de- 
clined from the relatively high levels 
of previous months. However, the 
number of plant shutdowns, which 
had decreased in June, rose again in 
July to a total 10 percent greater than 
the monthly average during April- 
June of this year, and more than 
twice the number closed in July 1953. 

A major factor contributing to the 
eased financial situation was the un- 
expectedly small excess of total Gov- 
ernment receipts over payments. A 
further expansion in bank loans also 
helped to ease the monetary stringency 
and the process of inventory adjust- 
ment. 


The excess of total Government 
receipts over payments equaled 2.8 
billion and 9.2 billion yen in July and 
August, respectively, compared with 
7.5 billion and 18.6 billion yen in the 
corresponding months of 1953. For 
the first 5 months of the current 
fiscal year — April-August — however, 
total Government payments exceeded 
receipts by 21 billion yen in contrast 
to an excess of receipts of 48.8 billion 
yen during the corresponding 5-month 
period last year. 


The note issue of the Bank of Japan 
declined in both July and August, 
contrary to the usual seasonal trend, 
and was attributed to the general 
contraction of economic activity re- 
sulting from the deflationary policy. 
Loans and discounts of the Bank of 
Japan, on the other hand, were 1.7 
percent greater at the end of August 





—— 


than at the end of June, and 1924 
percent higher than a year earlier, 
The bank’s foreign-exchange |} 
however, declined appreciably d 
July and August so that the 

gate of these two categories decreased 
8.8 billion yen, or 5.1 percent, d 

the 2 months under review. This de. 
cline in lending by the Bank of Japan 
was slightly less than the excess of 
total Government receipts over’ pay. 
ments which for the 2 months 
amounted to 12 billion yen. 

Loans and discounts of private 
banks increased by 1.5 percent in 
August, and deposits by 1.2 percent, 
compared with June of this year. They 
were 11.6 and 146 percent greater, 
respectively, than in August 1953. The 
increase in deposits of private banks 
was facilitated by the limited with- 
drawal of funds by the Government, 
and contributed to the increase of 
loans by these banks. Loans by pri- 
vate banks thus expanded despite the 
contraction of lending by the Bank 
of Japan. Total loans and discounts 
of private banks at the end of Au- 
gust continued to be slightly in ex- 
cess of total deposits. 


Price Fall Checked 

The decline in the index of whole- 
sale commodity prices, which began 
in February of this year, was checked 
during July and August, although the 
trend was not uniform for all major 
groups. Some categories, notably 
foodstuffs, metals and metal prod- 
ucts, and chemicals, continued to de- 
crease, while textiles and building 
materials increased. The monthly 
average for July was 0.2 percent above 
that for June, and for August was 
only 0.5 percent below the June level. 
Nevertheless, for the first time during 
the current calendar year, in August 
the monthly average dropped below— 
0.7 percent—that for the correspond- 
ing month last year. Moreover, it 
represented a decline of 4.6 percent 
from the peak reached in February 
of this year. 

The principal wholesale commodity 
markets were relatively steady dur- 
ing the latter part of August. They 
were characterized, moreover, by 4 
rather firm undertone based on the 
expectation that excess Treasury dis- 
bursements during the remainder of 
the year would further ease the mone- 
tary stringency, and provide a basis 
for an upswing in economic activity. 

Consumer prices strengthened sea- 
sonally in July in response to good 
consumer demand stimulated by the 
payment of midyear bonuses and the 
summer festivals. Prices of consumer 
goods weakened slightly during At- 
gust, however, declining to a level 08 
percent below the average for June of 
this year. The index was neverthe- 
less 4.6 percent higher than for Au- 
gust last year—Emb., Tokyo. 
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Starting next week... 
BFC’s new 


World Trade Information Service 


Four series of reports on specific countries 


Part 1—Economic Reports 


Basic information on the general. 


economy . . . economic develop- 
ments .. . how to establish a busi- 
ness ... the insurance situation. 


}Part 2-—Operations Reports 


Preparing shipments . . . licensing 
and exchange controls . . . mark- 
ing and labeling requirements . . . 
pharmaceutical regulations . . . 
pure food regulations . . . travel- 
ers’ baggage regulations . . . im- 
port tariff system . . . patent and 
trademark regulations. 


bPart 3 —Statistical Reports 


Statistics on U. S. trade with 
foreign countries . . . total export 
and import trade of the United 
States on a monthly basis . . . for- 
eign trade of the countries of 
the world. 


bPart 4— Utilities Abroad 


Developments in shipping . . . 
railways ... aviation. . . highways 
. electric power. 





World Trade Information Service 


Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for the following Part(s) of the World 
Trade Information Service. 


© Part 1—Economic Reports. $6 a year (foreign, $8.50). 

O Part 2—Operations Reports. $6 a year (foreign, $8.50). 

1 Part 3—Statistical Reports. $6 a year (foreign, $7.50). 

O Part 4—Utilities Abroad. $3 a year (foreign, $4.00). 
III os cincinscancesnceessgececotnsesoncaLivoolonesstnapbecscuemmnnix,nSbalceasioh ie ech milli in si toe 
PE TM RES ES 
City a aie I So inci Mec inition 


Mail to the nearest U. $. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to 
the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D.C. Enclose check or money order payable to the 
Treasurer of the United States. 





- and 19 and 17 percent of the electrical 
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West German Capital | 
Goods Reach Record 


The output of the West German 
capital-goods industry has shown a 
continual increase since 1950 but never 
so great as during the first 6 months 
of 1954, according to the latest report 
of the Institute for Economic Research 
of Munich, 

The monthly increases in produc- 
tion, orders, turnover, and employ- 
ment grew steadily in comparison 
with the like period last year. The in- 
creased demand, however, could not 
be satisfied by the larger production, 
and although stocks were reduced the 
backlog of orders continued to rise. 

A survey conducted by the insti- 
tute shows that more firms in the 
capital-goods industries have in- 
creased their plant capacity than in 
other industry sectors. Broken down 
by individual industries, 61 percent of 
vehicle manufacturers reported an 
enlargement of their plant capacity 
during the first 6 months of 1954; 53 
percent of the precision tool and op- 
tics industries; 24 percent of the iron, 
sheet, and metal-goods industries; 


and machinery industry, respectively. 
More Capacity Utilized 


Production in these groups rose 
through the middle of the year more 
rapidly than capacity expansion, with . 
the result that the utilization of exist- 
ing capacity increased. This is partic- 
ularly true of the two most important 
groups of the ironworking industry— 
the machine industry and the iron, 
sheet, and metal-goods industry. De- 
livery terms for industrial machinery 
occasionally had to be prolonged. A 
more than average increase in produc- 
tion, as compared with the preceding 
year, was achieved for internal com- 
bustion motors, cog wheels and gears, 
building-materials machinery, textile 
machinery, woodworking machinery, 
and printing machinery. 

A similar strong upswing was re- 
ported in the electric industry. For 
example, production of cables, wires, 
and power transmission facilities, as 
well as installation apparatus, electric 
machinery, and transformers in the 
first 6 months of 1954 showed an in- 
crease of 14 to 30 percent over the 
corresponding period of 1953. This in- 
crease partly reflects larger orders 
from abroad which, in the electric 
industry, were 38 percent higher for’ 
the first half year in 1954 than in the 
corresponding period of 1953. Foreign 
orders received by the iron, steel, and 
metalworking industries showed a 29- 
percent increase. 





World corn production in 1954-55 is 
estimated to be smaller than crops of 
the past two seasons, according to pre- 
liminary information available to the 
Foreign Agricultural Service. 
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Salvadoran Coffee Industry Concerned 
Over Price Situation; Trade Affected 


The future price outlook disturbed 
El Salvador’s coffee industry during 
September and affected domestic 
trade, according to wholesalers and 
retailers of general merchandise. 


Reliable figures on general mer- 
chandise sales are not available, but 
other indicators and factors do not 
seem to justify this contention. Im- 
ports are above those for 1953, money 
in circulation is greater, bank credit 
is good, and the number of new mer- 
chants has been steadily increasing. 
On the other hand, it is reported that 
coffee growers have undertaken less 
wage-creating activities than last 
year, because of the psychological ef- 
fects of the Guatemalan revolution 
and the substantial break in coffee 
prices since July. 


The lack of U.S. coffee buyers when 
the market normally is very active 
was of increasing concern to the Sal- 
vadoran coffee industry in September. 
The general optimism of a month ago 
that prices would stabilize between 
$70 and $75 per 100 pounds has been 
shaken, and coffee exporters are less 
certain that the level will be as high. 
Since growers have adequate credit 
facilities, there is no distress in the 
industry but the market situation is 
being watched closely and anxiously. 


Coffee Estimates Lowered 


Coffee-crop estimates are less op- 
timistic than previously, the present 
figure being 1.2 million bags of 60 
kilograms. Most of the western area 
of the country expects an excellent 
yield, but growing conditions in the 
eastern end have been less favorable 
than last year, a poor season. 


September sales and exports of cof- 
fee against the 1953-54 crop were 3,908 
bags and 8,497 bags, respectively, 
bringing total sales and exports for 
that crop to 905,911 bags and 897,305 
bags, respectively. With only 22,171 
bags registered as remaining to be 
exported from the crop, the final figure 
should be 919,476 bags, just under the 
estimated 920,000 bags. 


Advance sales during the month 
against the 1954-55 crop amounted to 
1,336 bags, bringing the total for such 
transactions to 126,371 bags, of which 
122,600 have been sold to the United 
States. Total advance sales during the 
like period of 1953 amounted to 203,504 
bags. 

Prices obtained for September sales 
to the United States were $69.50 f. o. b. 
port of export for 1953-54 crop Central, 
Strictly High Altitude washed coffee. 
Sales to other countries from the same 
crop varied between $69.22 to $70.13 
for Superior washed coffee. Advance 
sales against the 1954-55 crop com- 
manded prices of $66.50 to $71.50 for 
Central Standard washed coffee to the 


United States and $70.61 to $74.52 for 
the same grade to other countries. 

By comparison, 1953-54 crop sales 
were made in September 1953 at $57.75 
to $58.25 for Central Standard washed 
coffee to the United States and $58.88 
to $80.95 to other countries. Though 
present coffee prices admittedly are 
higher than during September 1953, 
the industry appears fearful that they 
may continue to drop. 


Soluble-Coffee Plant Planned 


With passage of a bill establishing 
the method for collecting the export 
tax on coffee used domestically in 
producing soluble coffee in early Oc- 
tober, steps have been initiated to 
organize a Salvadoran company to 
build and operate a soluble coffee 
plant. At least 50 percent of the capi- 
tal investment will be Salvadoran. The 
plant will have an initiel capacity for 
processing 35,000 60-kilogram bags of 
green coffee. Operations are expected 
to begin in about 1 year, and plans 
are to export the soluble coffee to the 
United States for blending and sale. 

Corn imports from Nicaragua have 
been embargoed in order to stabilize 
domestic prices, and discussions look- 
ing toward the institution of a similar 
measure with respect to Honduras are 
under way with that Government. The 
embargo(s) probably will be effective 
only during the period that large sup- 
plies from the affected Republic(s) 
threaten Salvadoran prices. 

Heavier than usual rainfall during 
the latter part of September and early 
October may cause damage to the 
cotton crop. The total area planted is 
68,000 acres, 25 percent above last 
year’s acreage of 54,400. Cotton re- 
quirements of domestic textile mills 
and all internal vegetable-oil require- 
ments are met from these plantings, 
and some cotton is exported, 


Budget Estimates Maintained 


Despite the drop in coffee prices, 
the Government’s budget estimates for 
the next two calendar years have not 
been reduced, according to officials of 
the Ministry ‘of Finance. A conserva- 
tive policy has been followed in esti- 
matiag revenues, officials state, and 
none of the Government-financed eco- 
nomic development projects will have 
to be cut back or abandoned. The 
2-year budget, figures for which have 
not been announced, will be submitted 
to the Legislative Assembly soon. 

Total net gold and foreign-exchange 
reserves of the Central Bank, commer- 
cial banks, and the Compania Salva- 
dorena de Cafe amounted to US$49,- 
316,000 as of the end of August, com- 
pared with US$54,184,000 at the end 
of July. 

Preliminary foreign-trade figures 
for the first 6 months of 1954 show 





New Japanese Trade 
Directory Issued 


The sixth annual edition of 
“Tokyo News Directory of For- 
eign Firms, 1954,” has been pub- 
lished by the Tokyo News Sery- 
ice, Ltd. 


The directory lists Japanese 
firms engaged in foreign trade 
and identifies the foreign firms 
which they represent; also in- 
cluded are the names of branch 
offices of foreign companies 
operating in Japan. 

A copy of the directory is 
available for consultation in the 
Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Copies may be purchased at 
Y1,500 each (Y360—US$1) from 
the Tokyo News Service, Ltd., Ist 
Floor, Nippon Times Building, 1 
Uchisaiwaicho 1-chome, Chi- 
yoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan. 











German Firm Given Award 
For S. Cairo Power Station 


The Egyptian Ministry of Public 
Works has placed the order for the 
electrical - mechanical equipment of 
the South Cairo power station with @ 
large German group led by Allgemeine 
Elektricitaets Gesellschaft (AEG), re- 
ports the Egyptian Gazette. The other 
partners are Siemens - Schuckert- 
Werke, A. G., L. & C. Steinmuller, @ 
m. b. H., and Walther & Cie., A. G. 

The power station will have a ca- 
pacity of 135,000 kilowatts and will be 
equipped with two main turbo sets of 
60,000 kilowatts each and two house 
sets of 7,500 kilowatts each. The steam 
will be generated by four boilers of 
200,000-kilogram-hour capacity. The 
turbines and the power station’s elec- 
trical and mechanical equipment will 
be supplied by AEG, the alternators, 
main transformers, and the high- 
tension switch plant by Siemens, and 
the four boilers will be delivered 
jointly by Messrs. Steinmuller and 
Walther. 

The Egyptian agents of AEG (Gere0, 
S. A. E.) estimate the cost of the power 
station at E£3.5 million and the date 
of finishing the work as the mid 
dle of 1957, according to La Bourse 
Egyptienne. 





total imports of 198,144 metric tons, 
valued at US$42,261,294, compared with 


164,276 metric tons, valued at US$36,- ~ 
698,226, during the corresponding pe- — 


riod last year. Total exports for the 
first 6 months of this year amounted 
to 65,632 metric tons valued at US$7T- 


(Continued on Page 19) 
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Brazil Increases Bank 


Reserve Requirement 


The reserves against sight and time 
deposits which banks are required to 
maintain in the Bank of Brazil to the 
order of the Superintendency of 
Money and Credit (SUMOC) will be 
increased for banks whose deposits 
exceed those held up to October 30. 


For banks whose deposits exceed the 
maximum amount shown in any of 
their monthly balance sheets up to 
October 30, the reserve requirement 
will be 14 percent on sight deposits 
and 7 percent on time deposits, appli- 
cable to the total amount of deposits. 
Banks subject to these higher per- 
centages may fulfill the reserve re- 
quirement by depositing 50 percent 
of the increase in their deposits, or 30 
percent of the amount of the increase 
in the case of banks in the States of 
Amazonas, Para, Maranhao, Piaui, 
Ceara, Rio Grande do Norte, Paraiba, 
Pernambuco, Alagoas, Sergipe, Goias, 
and Mato Grosso. 


For banks whose deposits remain 
below the maximum shown on Octo- 
ber 30, the reserve requirement will 
be 4 percent for sight deposits and 
3 percent for time deposits. Half of 
the new reserve requirement may be 
met with Treasury bills. 

This change in the regulations af- 
fecting reserve requirements was ef- 
fected by SUMOC instruction No. 108, 


published in the Diaro Oficial do 
Brasil, October 23. 





Foreign Trade of Soviet Zone 
Of Germany Expands 


The index of the foreign trade of 
the Soviet Zone of Germany increased 
from 204 (1950 = 100) in 1953 to 272 in 
the first 6 months of 1954. 


Approximately 80 percent of the 
foreign trade of the Soviet Zone was 
conducted with the Soviet bloc in 1953. 
Imports amounted to 3.1 billion East- 
marks and exports to 3.3 billion East- 
marks, of which the bloc participation 


was 2.6 billion and 2.8 billion, respec- 
tively. 


The U. S. S. R. supplied 1.3 billion 
Eastmarks of the Zone’s imports and 
took 1.75 billion Eastmarks of its ex- 
ports (2.2 Eastmarks nominally = 
US$1.00). Other bloc trading partners 
were, in the order of their importance, 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, China, Hun- 
gary, Rumania, Bulgaria, and Albania. 

In trading with these countries, 
however, the export goals set for ma- 
chinery, electric products, precision 
tools, amd vehicles could not be 
reached. Even so, machinery and elec- 
tric products constituted the most im- 
portant exports of the Soviet Zone, 


followed by mining products and 
chemicals. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Economic Situation In Honduras 
Dominated by General Strike 


General strike conditions continued to disrupt the Honduran economy, 


throughout June and into July. 


The general strike on the Honduran north coast, which began May 3, 
continued for the most part throughout June. The unprecedented 68- 
day strike of the workers of the Tela Railroad Co., a United Fruit Co. 


subsidiary, ended on July 9, when rep- 
resentatives of the company and the 
central strike committee signed a 1- 
year agreement raising the minimum 
daily wage from $1.64 to $2.04 and 
increasing contract labor wages by 
15 percent. Other fringe benefits also 
were granted by the company. 
Strikes were settled in the first half 
of June as follows: At the Cerve- 
ceria Hondurena (brewery) at San 
Pedro Sula by the granting of average 
wage increases of approximately 10 
percent; at the United States-owned 
El Mochito Mine of the New York and 
Honduras Rosario Mining Co. with the 
authorization of graduated increases 
of up to 25 percent on lowest wages 
and increased fringe benefits; and at 
the textile factories in San Pedro 
Sula by the granting of 20- to 40-per- 
cent wage increases to the strikers. 


Strike Reveals Needs 


The long and costly strike revealed 
that Honduran labor could no longer 
be taken for granted but was a force 
to be reckoned with and disclosed the 
need for adequate labor and social- 
security legislation to protect both the 
employee and employer in cases of 
labor disputes. It further demon- 
strated the need for responsible and 
effective labor organizations which 
could successfully withstand commu- 
nist penetration, and at the same time 
protect the status of the worker and 
be responsible for disciplining his 
activities. 

Though the workers lost an esti- 
mated $3.5 million in wages, they were 
successful in maintaining a long strike 
without the benefit of experienced 
leaders or organization. The staying 
power of the Tela Railroad Co. also 
was severely tested by the strike, phy- 
sical losses and loss of profits being 
estimated at over $10 million. A serious 
setback in Honduran revenues also 
resulted from the strike, losses being 
estimated at about $1.5 million. 

The National Development Bank an- 
nounced in July that for the re- 
mainder of this year it would pursue 
its program of constructing rice and 
coffee processing centers as well as 
storage facilities for those and other 
products. Rice facilities to be con- 
structed at Puerto Cortes will provide 
modern equipment for hulling, clean- 
ing, and drying as well as granaries. 

The bank also is planning to con- 
struct a number of comparatively 
small storage depots throughout the 
country which will function in con- 





junction with the bank’s credit oper- 
ations. The branch banks will extend 
credit secured by the deposit of agri- 
cultural commodities, such as corn 
and rice. 

Aside from the credit expansion and 
the stimulus to production which pre- 
sumably will stem from this plan, the 
modern bins and warehouses are ex- 
pected to reduce substantially losses 
from insects and rodents. Damage 
from these pests amounts at present 
to as high as one-fourth or even one- 
third of products stored ih poorly 
constructed and generally inadequate 
facilities prevalent throughout Hon- 
duras. 

A plywood factory, financed by local 
capital, has started operations in 
Puerto Castilla, near Trujillo in north- 
ern Honduras. This is the first at- 
tempt to manufacture plywood locally 
from Honduran mahogany and other 
hardwoods. If successful, this new in- 
dustry may help to revive the once 
flourishing banana port on the border 
of the undeveloped Mosquitia area. 
The $200,000 plant has a daily single 
shift capacity of 10,000 square feet.— 
Emb., Tegucigalpa. 





Surinam Council Approves 


10-Year Development Plan 


The Surinam Legislative Council 
unanimously has approved the 10-year 
plan for the economic development 
of the country. The plan envisions 
expenditures of 117 million Surinam 
guilders, or approximately $62 million, 
over the 10-year period. 

Strinam expects to provide up to 
4 million Surinam guilders annually 
from current receipts, or a total of 40 
million Surinam guilders; the remain- 
der, approximately 77 million Surinam 
guilders, is expected to be derived from 
a direct loan from the Netherlands 
Government, private loans guaranteed 
by the Netherlands Government, or a 
combination of both. 

This is a decisive step toward im- 
plementation of the program recom- 
mended by a mission of the Interna- 
tional Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (IBRD) in 1952. IBRD’s 
recommendations included expendi- 
tures of some 100 million Surinam 
guilders distributed as follows, in mil- 
lions of guilders: Agriculture, 51.70; 
forestry, 5.20; transportation, 17.80; 
support of private enterprise, 4; social 
sector, 16.80; and administration, 4.50. 
—Cons., Paramaribo. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Canada Waives Certain Duties 


Canadian customs duties and taxes 
will be waived on materials imported 
for incorporation in the cofferdams 
for the St. Lawrence Power Project, 
according to new regulations issued 
by the Canadian Department of Na- 
tional Revenue. 

These regulations provide, however, 
that duties and taxes will be collected 
on materials to be incorporated in the 
approaches and other ancillary works. 
Consumable materials, such as gaso- 
line, explosives, and food, as well as 
foods for resale, also will be subject to 
duties and taxes. 

If equipment brought into Canada 
for use in the construction of the cof- 
ferdams remains in the country after 
its use for this purpose is completed, 
duties and taxes will be levied on the 
appraised, valuation of the equipment 
upon ‘completion of its use at the cof- 
ferdams. If the goods are exported, 
exportation shall be made under cus- 
toms supervision, and if they are de- 
stroyed, destruction must be under 
customs supervision. Should any 
scrap or salvage remain, it will be sub- 
ject to duties and taxes computed on 
the valuation determined by the De- 
partment of National Revenue. Un- 
der the provisions of Canadian tariff 
item No. 1215, used motor vehicles are 
prohibited from remaining in Canada. 

Contractors’ equipment (except ves- 
sels), and repair or replacement parts 





Venezuela and Canada 
Extend Modus Vivendi 


The commercial modus vivendi be- 
tween Venezuela and Canada of Octo- 
ber 11, 1950, ha# been extended to 
October 11, 1955, according to an 
official announcement in the Gaceta 
Oficial of October 13, 1954. 

Venezuela continues to have an 
extremely favorable balance of trade 
with Canada. Ocean-freight impor- 
tations from Canada in the first half 
of 1954 were valued at 55,045,209 boli- 
vars (US$16,513,562). Venezuelan ex- 
ports of crude petroleum and refined 
products to Canada during the like 
period totaled 29,175,027 barrels of 
crude and 756,429 barrels of refined 
products.—Emb., Caracas. 





Mexico Requires Export 
Permit for Flaxseed 


Flaxseed (export tariff classification 
28-23) and linseed. oil (included in 
tariff classification 79-09) were added 
to the list of items requiring a prior 
export permit from the Mexican Minis- 
try of Economy by a resolution pub- 
lished and effective October 18, re- 
ported in the Diario Oficial on the 
same date. 


therefor, imported by the contractors 
will be admitted free of duty and 
taxes upon presentation of the auth- 
orized exemption certificate, to be 
completed only by the prime con- 
tractor. Such goods will be subject to 
duty and taxes on diversion to’ other 


uses during or at the conclusion of the 
contract. 


Goods imported by persons other 
than the contractors will be subject 
to payment of duty and taxes, subject 
to a drawback on presentation of the 
authorized exemption certificate. 

U. S. personnel, but not their de- 
pendents, will be freely admitted to a 
delimited zone in the general area of 
the power project so long as they com- 
ply with Canadian regulations. 





New Conditions Fixed for 
Egyptian Rice Exports 


Minimum prices were fixed in Egypt 
on October 12 for rice exports in order 
to encourage the sale of the greatest 
possible quantity of the new rice crop. 
These prices were determined in rela- 
tion to world prices so that Egyptian 
exporters might contact their custom- 
ers and conclude agreements for sale 
at international prices. 

Minimum prices fixed for exporta- 
tion permits in the month beginning 
October 11 are as follows: Cargo rice, 
E£4.50 per ton; bleached rice No. 3 
(with 20 percent of broken rice), E£5. 
per ton; camolino or glazed rice (with 
6 percent of broken rice), E£8. per 
ton; camolino or glazed rice (with 
3 percent of broken rice), E£8.25 per 
ton (E£1—US$2.87). 

These prices are subject to increase 
if there is a rise in international 
prices, and they are apart from the 
tax on exportation of rice, amounting 
to E£15.50 per metric ton. 


Exportations will be covered in the 
currency of the importing countries 
or in dollar, sterling, or German 
mark currency, and the exporter is 
entitled to use all of the proceeds for 
imports through Import Entitlement 
Account.—Emb., Cairo. 





The Mexican export duty applicable 
to filet of fish (classification 11-00) 
was reduced from 10 percent ad 
valorem to 5 percent ad valorem by 
a decree published in the Diario Oficial 
on October 14 and effective on the 
same date. 





Unmanufactured tobacco exports 
from the Dominican Republic in the 
first 6 months of 1954 totaled 4.4 mil- 
lion pounds, slightly lower than the 
4.7 million pounds exported in the 
like period of 1953, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 


—— 
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India Revises Open 


General Licenses 


The .Government of India hag re. 
placed four open genera] licenses, 
which expired September 30, 1954, with 
four new open general licenses 
Nos. XXXV, XXXVI, XXXVI, ang 
XXXVilI—effective October 1, 1954, 
through September 30, 1955. \ 

No. XXXV, replacing No. XXXI, per. 
mits unrestricted imports of s 
commodities from all countries of the 
world except the Union of South 
Africa. 

Items removed from this schedule 
include copper electrodes and 
zinc electrodes, aluminum alloy plates, 
sheets and strips, rolier bearings, cer- 
tain antibiotics, free advertising mat- 
ter, “reading telescopes” (magnifying 
glasses), bismuth compounds, and 
acetic atid. 

With the exception of zinc elec- 
tiodes, the items removed from the 
provisions of open general licensing 
may still be imported from the United 
States under individual licenses. 

Only two new items were added, 
namely, flexible tubes, and brass and 
bronze scrap. 

Other commodities remaining under 
open general license for imports from 
the United States include specified 
metals and manufactures, metallic 
ores, railway springs, locomotive parts, 
taper bearings, diesel engine parts, 
electrical generators, laboratory 
pumps, carbons and electrodes, power 
cables, wax, drugs and medicines, un- 
exposed motion-picture film, X-ray 
film, books, refractories, certain labo- 
ratory ware, asphalt, chemicals, wood, 
paper, agricultural implements, elec- 
trical instruments, medical apparatus, 
and other miscellaneous commodities. 

The other new open general licenses, 
Nos. XXXVI, XXXVII, and XXXVII, 
pertain to imports from soft-curreney 
countries, Persian Gulf Sheikhdoms, 
and Pakistan, respectively. 





Lebanon Revises Customs 
Duties on Animal Glue 


The Lebanon High Council of Cus- 
toms has increased the customs duty 
on animal glue with a view to protect 
ing the domestic glue production 
Rates on casein glue, which is no 
produced in Lebanon, have been re 
duced. 

The tariff item affected and the 
specific duties in percent ad valorem, 
as provided by decree No. 648 of Sep- 
tember 20 (amendment No. 288), effec- 
tive September 23, are as follws: 

Tariff No. 329, Animal glue (a) 
Casein glue (new classification), old 
rate, 50 percent, new rate, 25 percent; 
(b) Others (new classification), old 
rate, 50 percent, new rate unchanged. 
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Mexico Alters Duties 


On Some Imports 


Mexican import duties applicable to 
metal cables, glass thermometers, and 
radio and television aerials have been 

ed, with separate classifications 
established for the first two items, 
and a revision in classification in the 
third item, by decrees published in the 
Diario Oficial of October 18, and effec- 
tive October 26. 

The items affected and their new 
duties, in pesos per gross kilogram, 
unless otherwise specified, and percent 
ad valorem, and, in parentheses, the 
former rates, including the 25 percent 
duty increase of February 15, 1954, if 
applicable, are as follows: 

8.42.04 Cables of common metal, insulated, 
cut and with terminals for transmitting elec- 
tric current from the distributor to the spark 

of automobiles: Specific duty, 1.25; 
reent. (Probably formerly under 8.42.03— 
Cables and connections of common metals of 
all kinds for transmitting electric current 
from the storage battery to various parts of 


the automobile or for grounding the same: 

Specific duty, 1.25; 3144 percent.) 

842.31 Aeria's of all kinds, for radio and 
television apparatus and their spare parts: 
Specific duty, 1.50 (0.624%); 50 percent (1249). 

(Classification revised also, through addition 
of italicized portion.) 

9.01.13 Glass thermometers, not specified: 
Specific duty per legal kilogram; 0.40; 3 per- 
cent. 

(Probably formerly under 9.01.19—Apparatus 
for making observations, not specified: duti- 
able at 0.10 per legal kilogram and 3 percent 
ad valorem.) 





Britain Relaxes Control 
On Demonetized Notes 


Relaxation of the import of certain 
sterling currency notes into the 
United Kingdom has been announced 
by the British Treasury. Bank of 
England notes of £10 and upward, and 
Bank of England notes of £5 dated 
prior to September 2, 1944, all of which 
have ceased to be legal tender—but re- 
mained payable on presentation at the 
Bank of England—now may be sent by 
mail to a banker in the United King- 
dom for collection. The relaxation 
was made effective as of September 30. 


The Treasury states that the notes 
should be dispatched, at the risk of the 
owner, to the usual British banking 
correspondent of the owner or of his 
local bank. Authorized banks are be- 
ing given authority to credit the pro- 
ceeds of notes forwarded from outside 
the scheduled _ territories—sterling 
area—to the type of account appropri- 
ate to the country of the remitter. 

The position of all other Bank of 
England notes remains unchanged. 
The prohibition on the import of ster- 
ling notes, other than the notes which 
are sent under this relaxation and ex- 
cept notes carried by travelers to the 
value of £10 per person, remains in 
force. 

The Treasury estimates that about 
£5 million of notes are affected by the 
relaxation—Emb., London. 
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Bolivia and Chile Sign 
Barter Agreement 


A barter agreement between 
the Bolivian Government petro- 
leum agency, Yacimientos Petro- 
liferos Fiscales Bolivianos, and 
the Chilean Government’s steel 
corporation, Compania Acero del 
Pacifico de Chile, was signed on 
October 18. 

The agreement consists of con- 
tracts for the sale of petroleum 
products for a total yearly value 
of US$500,000 to the Compania 
Acero del Pacifico by Yacimientos 
Petroliferos Fiscales Bolivianos 
and the sale of steel products of 
an equal value by the Compania 
Acero del Pacifico to Yacimientos 
Petroliferos Fiscales Bolivianos. 

The contracts are to be in force 
for 1 year and may be extended 
for successive periods of 1 year 
each.—Emb., La Paz. 











Mexico Requires Export 
Permits for More Items 


Henequen or other hard fibers, bind- 
er twine, thread, felt and felt manu- 
factures of henequen, and other hene- 
quen manufactures, not specified, were 
added to the list of items requiring a 
prior export permit from the Mexican 
Ministry of Economy by a resolution 
published in the Diairo Oficial and 
effective October 26. 


Tariff classifications affected by the 
resolution are the following: 


26-31, Reclaimed henequen or other hard or 
rigid fibers, obtained from passing the threads, 
cords, cables, and manufactures of these fibers 
through pickers and cards. 

53-00, Henequen binder twine or thread, 
treated with emulsions of oil, pitch, or tar 
and weighing up to 5 grams per lineal meter. 

53-01, Henequen’ binder twine, thread, cord- 
age, and rope, not specified. 

53-02, Henequen binder twine or thread, 
treated with emulsious cf oil, pitch, or tar, 
and weighing more than 5 grams per lineal 
meter. 

53-10, Felts of coarse henequen cloth and 
fabrics of henequen, not specified. 


53-20, Manufactures of henequen felt. 


53-21, Bags, and sacks of henequen, even 
when lined with cotton cloth or with paper. 


53-22, Manufacturers of henequen, not speci- 
ed. 





Mexico Adds New Items 
To Import Control List 


Pencils and linseed oil were added 
to the list of items requiring a prior 
import permit from the Mexican Min- 
istry of Economy, by resolutions pub- 
lished in the Diario Oficial and effec- 
tive October 21. 


- Import tariff classifications affected 


by these resolutions are the following: 


2.41.33, Linseed oil in tank-cars, tanker, or 
in any type of container. 





CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Colombia Restricts 
Imports; Taxes Up 


Severe import restrictions were im- 
posed in Colombia and the issuance 
of import licenses was tightened by 
decree No. 3077, of October 23. _ 

Group II imports, on the prohibited’ 
list prior to its abolishment on Febru- 
ary 19 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Mar. 15, 1954, p. 14) and since then 
subject to a 40-percent ad valorem 
import tax, now are subject to an 80- 
percent import tax, in addition to the 
regular 3-percent stamp tax, making 
a total of 83 percent. 

A large number of “nonessential” 
imports are added to the Group IZ 
list, including palm oil, wine, beer, 
spirits, dressed furs, plywood, several 
textile products, china and porcelain 
ware, some glassware, electric refrig- 
erators, washing machines, household 
electric appliances, cameras, phono- 
graph records, and celluloid and 
plastic manufactures. 

The range of deposits required 
against import licenses, formerly 10 
to 20 percent, now is 20 to 60 pereent. 

Before dollar remittances for im- 
ports can be made, Colombian customs 
manifests must be presented, thus 
slowing payments substantially. 


Potatoes, wheat, rice, barley, corn, 
fresh fruits and vegetables, and rye 
pulses may now be imported only by 
the Government-owned Corporacion | 
de Fensa de Productos Agricolas, and 
50 percent of profits from such im- 
ports shall provide capital for Caja 
Agraria. 


Taxes Imposed, Duties Raised ~ 


A special import tax of 10 centavos 
per kilogram is imposed on wheat 
flour and semolina, the proceeds of 
which are to go to the Caja Agraria. 
The specific part of the duty on 
semolina is increased from 30 to 50 
centavos per kilogram, the ad valorem 
being left at 25 percent. The specific 
part of the duty on eggs in the shell 
is increased from 5 to 50 centavos 
per kilogram, the ad valorem being 
left at 5 percent. 

Finally, the decree removes the re- 
quirement of extra reserves on bank 
deposits, imposed in April and July : 
1954, to ease the prevailing tight credit 
situation. The Minister of Finance is 
expected shortly to arrange an agree- 
ment with the banks to restrict credits 
for exports.—Emb., Bogota. 





3.32.91, Pencils of all kinds, with wood cov-~- 
ering. 

3.32.97, Pencils of all kinds, not specified. 

7.53.30, Advertisements, calendars, and cata- 
logs, printed, engraved, or lithographed, on 
loose paper or cardboard sheets, even with 
frames or rods of all kinds, not Fi 
(Control applies only to wood-covered pencils 
4 at a with commercial advertising on 

em. 








CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Malaya Revises Import Tariffs 
To Gain Additional Revenue 


The Federation of Malaya invoked new duties on 31 categories of 
goods and increases on 12 classes on September 21, by promulgation of 
a “customs duties (exemption) (amendment) order, 1954.” 

The purpose of the revision is to gain M$15 million (US$1—approxi- 
mately M$3.07) in additional revenue to help reduce its financial deficit, 


now estimated to be M$175 million. 

Principal items of U. S. origin in- 
cluded in the revised schedule are fish 
and fish products, flavoring, wood and 
paper, metal manufactures, office ma- 
chines and parts, soap and toilet prep- 
arations, and miscellaneous office sup- 
plies. 


New Tariffs Levied 


Items on which new tariffs have 
been levied, their tariff numbers, ad 
valorem rates of duty, and specific 
duties in Malayan currency per unit, 
unless otherwise specified, are listed 
below. No Commonwealth preferential 


duty is levied on any of these items. 

2, Animal oils and fats: (a) Oils from fish 
and from marine animals .. ., 25 percent. (b) 
Animal oils, fats and greases not otherwise 
provided for .. ., 15 percent. 

10(b), Cakes and biscuits, 4 cents per pound 
(0890.01=approximately M$0. ; 

17(e), Lard, ghee, and shortenings not other- 
wise provided for, 5-cents per pound. 

18(j). Electric light fittings, but excluding 
lampshades, electric lamp bulbs, flex, wire and 
cables, 10 percent. : 

19, Essential oils, perfume and flavor mate- 
Trials, 25 percent. 

22, Fresh and dried fruits: (a) Citrus fruits, 
apples, pears, and grapes, 6 cents per pound; 
(b) Dried fruits including artificially dehy- 
arated fruits otherwise than in metal, glass, 
or earthenware containers, 6 cents per pound. 

23, Furniture and fixtures of wood, rattan, 
cane, or basketwork, 15 percent. 

24, Glass and glassware including glass bot- 
ties; flasks; containers or stoppers; glass 
tableware; articles of glass; leaded lights; 

lass mosaic cubes; but excluding sheet glass; 

ken glass; glass rods and tubings; pow- 
dered glass; plate glass; laminated and safety 
glass; rolled, o red or wired glass; optical 
glass and spectacles, 15 percent. 

25, Gold, silver, platinum, gems, jewelry 
(including imitation jewelry), goldsmiths’ and 
silversmiths’ ware 15 percent. 

26, Household and kitchen utensils of iron, 
steel, aluminum, or other base metals or 
alloys thereof, whether enameled or not, but 
excluding utensils of brass, bronze, or cop- 
perware, 10 percent. 

28, Joss paper, 30 percent. 

29, Joss sticks, 30 percent. 

30, Kapok, M$10 per one hundred weight. 

32, Linoleum and all felt-based floor cover- 
ings, oil baize, oilcloth, American cloth, Lan- 
caster cloth, and similar manufactures, 15 per- 
cent. 

34, Meat, poultry, and game, including prepa- 


rations thereof whether canned or not canned, ° 


otherwise than fresh; chilled, or frozen: (a) 
Uncanned meat, poultry or game being dried, 
smoked, or.cooked, 30 cents per pound; (b) 
Canned meat, poultry, and game, 15 percent; 
(c) Preparations of meat, poultry, or game, in- 
cluding extracts, essences, pastes, soups, and 
broths made therefrom, 15 percent; (d) Nat- 
ural sausage casings whether canned or not, 
15 percent; Turtle soup whether canned or 
not, 15 percent. In this item “canned”’ means 
any hermetically sealed container. 

36, Metal and metal alloy sheets: (a) Gal- 
vanized iron or steel sheets, 5 percent; (b) 
Aluminum and aluminum alloy sheets, 5 per- 
cent; (c) Zinc and zinc alloy sheets, 5 percent. 
, 38, Milk compounds and mixtures including 

cream and ice-cream powders other than 
items declared by the comptroller to be baby 
foods, 15 percent. 

40, Miscellaneous manufactured articles: (a) 
Manufactured articles of basketwork and wick- 
erwork not otherwise provided for, 10 percent; 
b) Toilet brushes, including clothes brushes, 

ental brushes, hair brushes, hat brushes, 
mail brushes, shaving brushes, table brushes, 





and toothbrushes, 10 percent (c) Fountain 
pens, including ball point pens, component 
parts and accessories thereof, 5 percent; (d) 
Pens, penholders, pen nibs, not otherwise 
provided for, 5 percent; (e) Propelling pencils 
and pencil holders and component parts 
thereof, including leads for propelling pencils, 
5 percent; (f) Writing and drawing inks, 5 
percent; (g) Pencils and crayons not other- 
wise provided for, 5 percent; (h) Vacuum 
flasks and jugs and component parts thereof, 
10 percent. 

41, Nonalcoholic beverages, all types, in- 
cluding mineral and aerated waters, fruit cor- 
dials and fruit and vegetable juices, 20 cents 
per gallon or part of a gallon, or 20 percent ad 
=. whichever rate yields the higher 

uty. 

42, Office machines, component parts, and 
accessories, 15 percent. 

44, Sauces, curry powders, melon seeds, 
monosodium glutamate and mixtures thereof, 
and autolysed yeast preparation, 15 percent. 

45, Paper, cardboard, paperboard, and articles 
made thereof: (a) Printing paper, 10 percent 
(no change); (b) Cardboard and paperboard 
not otherwise provided for and including pulp, 
articles made of paper or cardboard or paper- 
board, stationery, exercise and account books, 
cigarette paper, carbon paper, blotting paper, 
bitumenized paper, but excluding printed 
matter, books, mewspaper-stand periodicals, 
music whether printed or engraved or manu- 
scripts, catalogues and trade lists, maps and 
plans, pictures, photographic prints and sen- 
sitized photographic papers. 15 percent: (c) 
Waste paper and old newspaper, M$1.50 per 
one hundred weight. 

49, Picments, paints, and varnishes includ- 
ing paints ground in oil: distemvers and 
water paints; printer’s inks; prepared paints 
and enamels; anticorrosive and antifouling 
compositions; bituminous paints, solutions, 
and emulsions; varnishes; prenared lacquers; 
artists’ colors, siccatives: mastics: driers: oils 
used in the manufacture of paints: and all 
paint materials not otherwise provided for 
but excluding wood preservatives, 15 percent. 

50, Plants, seeds, leaves, flowers, and parts 
thereof, but excluding, among other things, 
vegetable materials for plaiting. sandalwood, 
grass seeds, rubber seeds, vegetable seeds, seeds 
for planting, live trees and plants. bulbs, 
fibers and grass for brush making, pectin, 25 
percent. 

52, Pottery, household, and art articles of 
baked clay and stoneware, of faience or fine 
earthenware, of chinaware or porcelain, 15 
percent. 

53, Rattans and canes, 10 percent. 

55, Salt, including rock salt, sea salt, and 
table salt, 1 cent per pound. 

56, Sandalwood, 10 percent. 

57, Sewing machines, industrial or house- 
hold, and parts and accessories thereof, 15 
percent. 

59, Soaps and dentifrices, including dental 
pastes, dental powders, and solid dentifrices, 
toilet and medicated soaps, but excluding 
household soaps, 15 percent. 

61, Tapioca flour and sago flour, 3 cents per 
pound. 

64, Thread, all kinds, but excluding yarn, 15 
percent. 

68, Twines and ropes of material other than 
metal, 10 percent. 

71, Worked woed, including veneers, 
wvood, hardboard, fiberboards, seftboards, ar- 
tificial or reconstituted woods, shavings or 
sawdust agglomerated with natural or arti- 
ficial resins or other organic substances, other 
wood simply shaped or worked not otherwise 
provided for but excluding joss sticks, boxes, 
cases, or cooperage products being assembled 
at time of import, and manufactured articles 
of wood, 15 percent. 


Tariffs Changed 
Items on which tariffs are changed; 
their tariff numbers; specific duties in 
Malayan currency per unit, former du- 


ply- 


ties shown in parentheses; and 


Com. 
monwealth preferential duties, are ag | 


follows: 


8, Cement, M$10 per ton (M$6 per 
preferential M$4 per ton (preferential 
free). 


10(a), Chocolate, sweets, and confecti 
including jam, treacle, golden sirup, e 


ton); 
duty, 


sirup, marmalade, and honey, but excel 
cakes and biscuits, 16 cents per pow 
cents per pound); preferential duty, free, ~ 
60, Sugar, saccharose, cane sugar, beet sugar, 
maple sugar, sugar candy, sugar cane, dex 
glucose, grape sugar, starch sugar, corn 
starch sirup, corn sirup, wheat sirup, 
jelly, laevulose, fructose, fruit sugar, in 
sugar, lactose, milk sugar, maltose, and 
sugar, but excluding saccharine, 7 cents 
pound (2 cents per pound); preferen 5 
cents per pound (preferential duty, 
The old rate of 2 cents per pound is 
S palm sugar and molasses; preferential duty, 
ree. 
65, Tiles: (a) Tiles, flooring and wall, 
per ton (M$2 per ton), preferential M$g 
ton (formerly duty free); (b) Tiles, 
= per ton (M$2 per ton), preferential duty, 
ee. 


Tariffs on all other classifications ip 
the old tariff schedule remain the 
same; however, some classification 
numbers have been changed. 





India Raises Duties, 
Liberalizes Quotas 


Increased rates of duty and more 
liberal quotas characterize the Indian 
Government’s new policy of regulating 
imports by tariffs rather than quotas, 

Higher import duties became effec- 
tive September 11 on 27 commodities, 
Of principal interest to U. S. exporters 
are the following old and new rates, 
respectively, with percentages repre- 
senting ad valorem rates: 

Fruit juices, squashes, cordials, and 
sirups, 65 percent, 75 percent; toilet 
articles, 6624 percent, 80 percent; 
wearing apparel, hosiery, haberdash- 
ery, millinery, and drapery, 6624 per- 
cent, 80 percent; safety razors, blades, 
30 percent, 40 percent; playing cards, 
7834 percent, 80 percent. The duty on 
toys, games, and sporting goods is low- 
ered from 7834 percent to 75 percent, 
The duty of 75 percent on assembled 
motor cars remains, with an alternate 
duty of 6,000 rupees (US$1,260) per 
car, whichever yields the higher duty. 

More liberal import quotas also were 
announced on September 11 for these 
and other articles, effective through 
December 31, 1954. Items on which 
an increased dollar-area quota has 
been set include leather belting, elec- 
tric generators, fruit juices, toiletries, 
and other articles. 

The purpose of increasing import 
duties is said to be to raise additional 
revenue which would .compensate for 
recent reductions or removals of cer 
tain export duties. The immediate 
effect of the Government’s action was 
a rise of up to 40 percent in retail 
prices of the imported articles affected. 





Casein output in Argentina in 19% 
is estimated at 88.2 million pounds, 
compared with 77.2 million pounds if 
1953, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 









eF | 


5 2 
gs 


nd ( 


iikit 


Tet | 


Saat 2 


B 
s 


fe: 


more 
dian 


ating 


ffec- 
lities, 
rters 
rates, 
epre- 


, and 
toilet 
cent; 
lash- 
per- 
ades, 
ards, 
ty on 
low. 
‘cent, 
nbled 
rnate 
| per 
duty. 
were 
these 


vhich 

has 
elec- 
tries, 


nport 
ional 
e for 
| Cer 
diate 
1 was 
retail 
»cted. 


1954 
unds, 
ds in 
rvice 





’ 





—— 


Ecuador Makes More 


‘Import Duty Changes 


Ecuador has further revised its im- 
port duties or commodity listings, by 
decree No. 1558, published October 21 
(see Foreign Commerce Weekly, Apr. 
19 and Oct. 18, 1954, for previous re- 
visions). 

The new modifications apply to 16 
tariff classifications covering the fol- 
lowing wide variety of products: 
Spices (except vanilla), fruit sirups, 
essential and volatile vegetable oils 
(except turpentine), synthetic per- 
fumes, artificial essences and extracts, 
perfumes and cosmetics, soaps, paper 
pictures or illustrations (engravings, 
photographs, drawings, chromolitho- 
graphs, etc., but not originals), awn- 
"ings, tents, sails, refrigerating equip- 
ment, insulated electric cables and 
wires, motorcycles, children’s vehicles 
(carts, bicycles, etc.), buttons, foun- 
tain pens, and pen cases. 


Some Duties Increased 


Import duties have been substan- 
tially increased on some of these items. 
The impost on spices, exclusive of 
vanilla, for example, has been raised 
to a uniform 20 sucres per net kilo- 
gram as compared with previous 
duties ranging from 6 to 10 sucres, 
depending upon the variety involved. 
Some of the duty increases of greatest 
interest to U. S. traders are the fol- 
lowing, all assessed per net kilogram: 
Toilet soap, increased from 10 to 15 
sucres; essential and volatile vegetable 
oils, except turpentine, 18 to 20 sucres; 
fruit sirups, 7 to 8 sucres; motor- 
cycles, 15 to 20 sucres; and rubber- 





Peru Raises Import Duties 
On Phonograph Records 


Peruvian import duties on phono- 
graph records have been increased 
heavily, and the tariff item has been 
subdivided, by a Supreme Resolution 
published October 15, to become effec- 
tive 90 days thereafter. 

Tariff items affected and their new 
rates, in soles (1 sol = about US$0.05) 
per gross kilogram, with former rates 
in parentheses, are as follows: 

3166, Records for phonographs and similar 
apparatus, of 78 r.p.m. and cylinders for the 
Same apparatus, 10.00 (4.40); 

3166-A, The same, of less than 78 r.p.m., 
50.00 (4.40). 

No change is made in the rate of 
the Peruvian unified surtax 13.667 
percent of the cif. value, which is 
collected in addition to import duties. 
This tariff item is not included in 
Peru’s concessions under the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). 


The new duty and the surcharges 
bring the import taxes to approxi- 
Mately 18 soles (about US$0.95) per 


12-inch record of 33% r.p.m.—Emb., 
Lima. 


November 15, 1954 


insulated electric cables and wires, 
4.5 to 5.5 sucres. At the official rate 
of exchange, the sucre is equal to 
US$0.066. 


A few reductions also have been put 
into effect. Perhaps the most im- 
portant are those affecting artificial 
essences or extracts for carbonated 
drinks and toothpastes and tooth 
powders. The import duty on the first 
item has been reduced from 32 to 25 
sucres per net kilogram and the im- 
post on toothpastes and tooth powders 
has been lowered from 35 to 20 sucres. 

Further details on these tariff revi- 
sions may be obtained from the Amer- 
ican Republics Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
or from the Department’s Field Of- 
fices—Registro Oficial, No. 647, Oct. 
21, 1954. 





Palm-Kernel, Cobalt Export 
Duties Changed in Congo 


The export duty on palm kernels 
has been lowered and the duties on 
cobalt metal and granulated cobalt 
have been raised in the Belgian Congo 
and Ruanda-Urundi. 

The new duty rates, in percent ad 
valorem, with old rates in parentheses, 
are as follows: Palm kernels, 12 (14); 
cobalt metal (white alloy), 18 (16); 
and cobalt in granulated form, 14 (12). 


The changes were made by legisla- 
tive ordinances of August 30, promul- 
gated in the Bulletin Administratiz du 
Congo Belge of September 4, and effec- 
tive on the same day. 





World flaxseed production for 1954 
is estimated at 132 million bushels, the 
largest crop since 1950, according to 
preliminary data available to the 
Foreign Agricultural Service. 





Peruvian Drug Laws 


Summarized 
A new circular, “Pharmaceu- 
tical Regulations—Peru,” has 


been issued by the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce for U. 8S. ex- 
porters of pharmaceutical, me- 
dicinal, and veterinary products. 

This revision of the circular 
issued in June 1948 covers such 
subjects as registration and 
analysis requirements, labeling, 
advertising, and import and sales 
restrictions. 

The revised circular has been 
published in the Business In- 
formation Service of the U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce as 
World Trade Series No. 634. It 
may be obtained at 10 cents a 
copy from the U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., or from its Field Offices. 
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Mexico Amends Hard 
Fiber, Other Duties 


Mexico has exempted certain hene- 
quen, ixtle, and other hard fiber prod- 
ucts, and certain lead and antimony 
alloys from export duties, by decrees 
published and effective October 22. 


Another decree, published and effec- 
tive the same date, reduced the export 
duties on. wooden boxes and crates, 
and a third decree, published that date 
but effective October 30, reduced the . 
export duties on pitch but increased 
the duties on turpentine. 


The hard fiber and lead and anti- 
mony alloy classifications exempted 
from export duties (all formerly duti- 
able at 37 percent ad valorem for hard 
fibers and 25 percent for lead and 
antimony alloy, iffcluding the 25-per- 
cent ad valorem export surcharge of 
April 19, 1954) are as follows: 

53-00 Treated henequen binder twine, weigh- 
ing up to 5 grams per lineal meter. 


53-01 Henequen binder twine, thread, cord- 
age, and rope, not specified. 


53-02 Treated henequen binder twine, weigh- 
ing more than 5 grams per lineal meter. 


53-10 Felts of coarse henecuen cloth and 
fabrics of henequen, not specified. 


53-20 Manufactures of henequen felt. 


53-21 Bags and sacks of henequen, even if 
lined with cotton cloth or with paper. 


on™ Manufactures of henequen, not speci- 


54-00 Twine, thread, cordage, and rope of 
ixtle and other hard fibers, not specified. 


81-23 Alloys of lead and antinens even if 
containing other metals, commerciaily known 
as antifriction metals for linotypes, printing 
types, and other uses. 

Classifications, published and effec- 
tive on November 22, on wooden boxes 
and crates, and on pitch and turpen- 
tine, with their new duties, in pesos 
per gross kilogram, and percent ad 
valorem, and, in parentheses, the for- 
mer rates, including the 25-percent ad 
valorem export surcharge of April 19, 
1954, if applicable, are as follows: 

73-11 Wooden boxes and crates, not speci- 
fied, even if knocked down; specific at 


exempt (same); ad valorem duty, 5 percent 
(30 percent). 


28-30 Pitch or colophony; 
exempt (same); 
percent). 

67-14 Essential oil of turpentine; 


duty, exempt (same); ad valorem 
percent (5 percent). 


specific du 
ad valorem, 6 percent ( 


specific 
duty, 6 





Britain To Permit Free 
Imports of Dried Peas 


The United Kingdom will permit 
imports of dried peas of all types from 
dollar sources under open individual 
license from October 25, 1954, until 
June 30, 1955. Imports from nondol- 
lar sources will be under open general 
license for an indefinite period. 

For all practical purposes, the open 
individual license will permit a free 
flow of imports from the dollar area, 
the only requirement under such 
licenses being that importers record 
their purchases with the Government, 
but under no announced overall quota. 
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Increased Opportunity Seen for Railroad 
Tie Exports in 1955 


A, E. Fivaz 


Business and Defense Services Administration 


U. S. Department of Commerce 


A rundown of recent, current, and prospective developments in world 


_ markets for railroad ties from the United States—which sold $7.7 


million worth abroad last year—indicates increased opportunities for 


exports in 1955. 


International trade of all countries in railroad ties amounts to upward 


of 10 million ties a year. The United 
States is an important factor in this 
trade, accounting in recent years for 
about one-fifth of the total tie exports 
of all exporting countries. Only 
France exports more railroad ties 
than the United States, accounting 
for about one-quarter of the total 
world trade in this commodity. Other 
major world suppliers over the past 
3 years, in descending order of im- 
portance, were Canada, Finland, 
Yugoslavia, Sweden, Australia, and 
Austria. 


Former Markets Offer Prospects 


Several countries to which the 
United States has not exported many 
ties in the last few years are current 
prospects for very substantial tie pur- 
chases, perhaps from this country. 

Leading the list is Spain, to which 
the Foreign Operations Administra- 
tion has provided $2 million for the 
purchase of some 800,000 ties. An in- 
vitation to bid on this business has 
been issued by the Spanish railway 
system, and announced in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly November 8, 1954, 
page 17. The requirement is for un- 
treated oak ties. An order of this size 
is equivalent roughly to two-fifths of 
all U. S. tie exports in 1953. 

Another major prospective customer 
is South Korea. The authorized FOA 
dollar expenditures by Korean Na- 
tional Railways represent 345,000 un- 
treated hardwood or softwood cross, 
bridge, and switch ties. 


In some years, most recently in 
1948, substantial quantities of ties 
were exported from the United States 
to Egypt. Every® year or two, the 
Egyptian Republic Railways issues bid 
invitations for large quantities of ties. 
In September of this year, tenders 
were requested for 200,000 cross ties, 
of untreated heart softwood or heart 
hardwood. France and Turkey were 
successful bidders in similar tie pur- 
chases by Egypt in 1951 and 1953. 
U. 8S. suppliers could compete under 
current relative price conditions. 

The world’s principal tie importing 
countries over the past 3 years have 
been led by the United Kingdom, 
whose imports accounted for nearly 
two-fifths of the total imported by 





all countries. Other major importers 
from all sources, in descending order 
of importance, were Western Ger- 
many, Belgium, Netherlands, South 
Korea, Egypt, Ireland, Mexico, Spain, 
Greece, New Zealand, and Denmark. 


U. S. Markets Differ 


This list does not exactly coincide 
with the order of importance of the 
best foreign customers for U. S. rail- 
road ties during the 3% years end- 
ed June 30, 1954. In this period, the 
United Kingdom led the list, but U. 8S. 
tie exports to the United Kingdom— 
mainly untreated softwood—have 
fluctuated widely from year to year. 

This year U. S. exports to the United 
Kingdom are down, largely because 
total U. K. imports of ties are run- 
ning about a third below last year’s 
quantity. With European softwood 
prices remaining strong, the United 
States continues in good position to 
compete in this important market, 
which should regain at least its 1953 
level next year. Canada and France 
are the principal competitors. 

Canada, although a net exporter of 
ties in world markets as a whole, is 
a net importer from the United States 
and its second best customer. U. 8S. 
exports to Canada are principally 
treated hardwood ties. While off con- 
siderably so far this year, the quan- 
tities exported in 1952 and 1953 were 
materially greater than in 1951 and 
earlier yéars, and may reflect increas- 
ing opportunities for U. S. tie pro- 
ducers to participate in Canada’s 
long-term expansion program. 


Belgium ranks third, but has im- 
ported relatively few ties since 1952, 
which fact explains the current de- 
pression in U. S. exports to that 
country. Since its normal import re- 
quirements are three times greater 
than its recent imports, it is believed 
that Belgium may soon resume more 
nearly normal takings of foreign ties. 
These are mainly untreated hardwood. 

The United States’ fourth best cus- 
tomer is Mexico, taking principally 
treated softwood ties. U. S. tie ex- 
ports to Mexico increased sharply be- 
tween 1950 and 1953 and are holding 
well this year. In August of this year, 







the International Bank for Recon. 
struction and Development announced 
a $61-million loan to the Pacific Rail. 
road of Mexico for equipment and 
materials needed for rehabilitation 
and modernization of the railroad 
This will involve procurement of 4 
million ties over the next 4 years 
Though a subsidiary of this railroad 
has just completed a new tie-treating: 
plant, it appears likely that some of 
the above-normal quantity of ties to 
be obtained under the loan will be 
sought in the United States. 


South African Imports Up 


The Union of South Africa, now 
taking only treated hardwood ties, is 
fifth in the list. Currently U. S. tle 
exports to that country are in a strong 
uptrend. With the aid of World Bank 
loans of $20 million, made in January 
1951, and $30 million, in August 1953, 
for expansion of transport facilities, 
and an additional $10 million for 
shorter term credits supplied by U. 8, 
commercial banks, the Union of South 
Africa has intensified its postwar pro- 
gram to modernize and extend its 
railway system. While the program 
was due for completion by the end 
of 1955, its duration may be extended 
somewhat, and it is anticipated that 
substantial tie requirements will con- 
tinue beyond 1955. 


During the past 3% years, Vene- 
zuela has been the sixth best cus- 
tomer for U. S. ties. Exports reached 
a peak in 1952 but have dropped 
sharply since then. Most of the ties 
imported by Venezuela during this 
period probably were required for 
the building of the railroad over 
which iron ore is now being moved 
for ocean shipment to the U. S. Steel 
Corp. However, Venezuela is embark- 
ing on a much more intensive pro- 
gram of railroad rehabilitation and 
extension. If this develops as pro- 
jected, it may well lead to a resump- 
tion of substantial tie imports. 


The Netherlands is the seventh 
best U. S. customer, buying untreated 
hardwood ties. Ties of pine are im- 
ported from European sources, a 
well as various hardwoods from 
Surinam and European countries. 
Total import requirements of the 
country are fairly steady but the 
U. 8S. competitive position varies, 
Although still the principal supplier, 
in the past few months the U. 8. 








(Continued on Page 13) 
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Latin American Exchange Rates 
: 4 based 4 its of foreign curre dollar. The of the Dominican Republic, the 
nian nesta, ihe Panamanian balboa, berg A ty hey oe linked to the dolls at 1 to 1; the Haitian gourde is fixed at 5 gourdes to a dollen: 
Average rate Latest available quotations 
Unit 
hd quoted ee tatiaetes 0505 1952 1953 1954 reo peers Date 
(annual) (annual) July U. S. currency 1954 - 
argentina Pes0......... WANs dinchsvinsodnthawn 7.50 7.50 7.50 7.50 90.1333 Oct. 15 
On- Preferential..........+++: 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 .2000 Do. 
ced LAGE LEAS. invcvetccscecs 14.03 13.97 13.97 13.97 0716 Do. 
ail- Bolivia...... Boliviano.....| Offictal........seeseeseees 60.60 143.50 191.90 191.90 0052 Do. 
and 101.00 1 720.00 ® 1,393.00 1,465.00 .0007 Oct.1 
tion Brazil*...... Cruzeiro..... QUE 600 ckccdecvesteans 18.72 * 18.76 18.82 18.82 0531 Oct. 28 
Seg WA. cc covccscsuced ( Sebene 5 45.61 59.97 66.20 0151 Do. 
oad. i snie'os a Toa Ollie oo c5A..esccc,. 31.10 50.87 110.20 110.20 091 Oct. 15 
of 4 Pree market (curb)....... 122.27 177.87 323.00 292.00 0034 Do. 
ars, Colombia Peso........+ SS Re iS EN A ERE: 2.51 2.51 2.51 2.51 .3984 Do. 
‘oad Costa Rica Colon........ COM sp invn wine dendcsa 5.67 5.67 5.67 5.67 1764 Do. 
Controlled free.........+. 6.77 6.65 6.65 6.65 .1504 Do. 
— Ecuador..... Sucre...:.... Central bank (official)... pes ae ne amas _ ata 
\.. PPOrerrrerrerirriierirn 17. d é d ‘ ° 
8 to Honduras Lempira...... Official... cccccsecccveves 2.02 2.02 2.02 2.02 4950 Oct. 15 
| be Mexico....... RES PTOS. occcccccevegseescoces 8.65 8.65 12.51 ¢12.51 0799 Oct. 14 
Nicaragua Cordoba...... Official. .....ccccccscocees 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 .2000 Oct. 15 
ENE RIES 7.05 7.05 7.05 1.05 1418 Do. 
GUID ec vccnccésosvebedeccee 7.27 1.63 7.36 7.20 1389 Sept. 30 
wa Paraguay. Guarani...... pce: eva cence Gddetdede 115.00 15.00 15.00 21.00 0476 Oct. 15 
s, Contro Wim caescivi 33.90 56.09 67.00 67.00 0149 Do. 
the ee Reb sccteuees Exchange certificate...... 15.43 16.85 19.41 19.09 0524 Do. 
‘ong RES. DEA 15.55 16.94 19.85 19.25 0519 Do, 
ank Balvador..... eer PUR is cir ban ceestbetensscd 2.50 2.50 . 2.50 2.50 4000 Do. 
Uruguay..... PesO......+-+: Controlled........+++.+- 1.90 1.90 1.90 1.90 5263 Do. 
lary 7. 5 Commercial free.......... 2.45 2.45 2.45 2.45 4082 Do. 
953, Uncontrolled-nontrade... 2.67 2.92 3.28 3.26 3067 Sept. 30 
— Venezuela...| Bolivar....... Controlled free........... 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 2985 Oct. 
or 
: , 5 May-D be 47.30-49.10; third , 102.60-116.30; fourth 
. & Soiemee of ee SE ae e New rate effective Aprit 19, 1954 (par value category, 110.50-124.10,  Atth category, 166- 
uth 3 Official selling rate changed August 1, 1953, 12.50 pesos per dollar). 166.20. These rates must be added to the offi- 
pro- to adjust for increase in proportional stamp ¢ Gee om me 7 $e — Imig Pong —— mo with A aca taxes, to get 
ex e ansactic 8) ober 4 . . , a - Ta ° ¥ 
its mn heat pa Reem anaes effective Feb- day delivery ranged os follews: First category, (Por expianatio a rates, see notes in For- 
ram ruary 21, 1953 54.50-62 cruzeiros per dollar; second category, eign Commerce Weekly, Oct. 18, 1954, p. 26.) 
end 
ided : ided b $14-million World the ties. Most forei tri - 
nitv.... gram, aided by a million Wor e ties. Most foreign countries spec 
that Increased Opportu “1 12) Bank loan made in March 1953 and a_ ify dimensions in the metric system, 
-On- (Continued from Page $10-million FOA loan in sterling an- and these measurements, when con- 
share of this business has fallen off nounced this June. Accordingly, ex- verted to equivalent feet and inches, 
one- somewhat. ports of ties to this area may continue refer to sizes U. S. producers are not 
cus- In eighth place, on an average for a while, despite the fact that ties regularly sawing. 
hed basis, is Greece, which imports sub- are also produced in Rhodesia. Some countries, when they buy from 
ped stantial quantities in some years and Other countries to which the United the United States, are willing'to accept 
ties almost none in others. Qverall Greek States has exported as many as ties that meet U. S. railroad specifi- 
this tie imports are substantial. Four tie 10,000 ties a year, on the average since Cations, except as to dimensions, For 
for | procurements by Greek railways, ag- 1950, include Saudi Arabia, Taiwan Various reasons, including differing 
over | gregating 89,000 to 164,000 hardwood (Formosa), Ceylon, Peru, Cuba, and Conditions of use, most countries ad- 
ved cross, bridge, and switch ties, have the Canal Zone. Currently, Saudi here to their own specifications. Fur- 
steel been announced this year. Arabia and Taiwan appear to be of thermore, since the United States is 
ark- ; negligible importance ‘as tie markets, ‘arely their only source of imported 
Mozambique Is Good Customer > tes it i t to be ted that 
pro- While in ninth place over the past Pett and the Canal Zone are rela- ont s no expec 
and 3%, oda me . poner mul Bes pique tively steady but small customers, and nents ae sete os poorer 8 Berg 
an or “so sien East Africa, was at Cuba is a sharply improving market. enna there may be epmert anne 
least the second best U. S. customer ‘1 the case of Cuba, the improvement 4, seek some changes in foreign spec- 
nth | ’ the first eight months of 1954, ‘& expected to is. rehabilitating the iftations that would make them 
: taking 21 percent of the ties export- easier to m U.S. ~ 
ated : » + western railroad system which it has at by U- 5. protease oa 
im ed. Mozambique has been building ticularly if it can be shown that the 
as | railroad line to connect the border bought from the former British own- changes would result in lower costs 
roll of Southern Rhodesia with the Por- ers. U.S. exports to Cuba are mainly for equally satisfactory ties. 
ries, tuguese East African port of Lou- treated softwood ties. 
renco Marques. While this is pre- : : Pork production for 1955 is expected 
a sumably rma a comaniien it Specifications a Problem to sere moderately in North Amer- 
riea is believed that imported ties are Generally speaking, each foreign ica, Europe, South America, Australia 
lier being reexported to Southern Rho- country has its own specifications for and New Zealand, according to the 
3 desia. railroad ties. These vary more or less annual analysis of hog production and 
, The Rhodesian Railways are en- from those used in the United States, slaughter made by the Foreign Agri- 
gaged in a $79-million extension pro- particularly as to the dimensions of cultural Service. 
ekly | November 15, 1954 . 13 
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Storage Facilities in Greece, 


France Planned by NATO 


Two new projects in Greece involving construction of underground 
liquid fuel storage facilities, and five new projects at French airfields 
have been opened to U. 8S. bidders under the international competitive 
bidding procedure of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has announced. 


One of the Greek projects is on 
Salamis Island, near the port of 
Piraeus, and calls for construction of 
four storage tanks having a total ca- 
pacity of 52,500 cubic meters, of which 
two tanks should have a capacity of 
11,250 cubic meters each, and two a 
capacity of 15,000 cubic meters each. 
The tanks are to be excavated as 
tunnels in rock with reinforced con- 
crete lining. 

Important features of the work in- 
clude underground rock excavations 
totaling about 110,000 cubic meters, 
. 28,000 cubic meters of reinforced con- 
crete for lining the underground 
tunnels, approximately 140,000 square 
meters of casting forms, and approxi- 
mately 2,500 square meters of surface 
insulation coatings. 

The second project in Greece is at 
Souda Bay on the Island of Crete, and 
calls for construction of six storage 
tanks having a total capacity of 78,000 
cubic meters, of which two tanks 
should have a capacity of 9,000 cubic 
meters each, and four a capacity of 
15,000 cubic meters each. These tanks 
also are to be excavated as tunnels 
in rock with reinforced concrete lin- 
ing. 
Important features of the work in- 
clude rock excavations totaling about 
190,000 cubic meters, approximately 
41,500 cubic meters of reinforced con- 
crete lining for the underground 
tunnels, approximately 242,000 square 
meters of casting forms, and approxi- 
mately 43,000 square meters of sur- 
face insulation coatings. 

No estimate of the cost of these 
projects is given. 

Firms wanting to bid should report 
their interest’ promptly to the General 
Navy Staff of Greece, Director of 
Public Naval Works, Section of In- 
frastructure Works GNS/C5-IV, 
Athens. 


Construction Work Needed 


Three of the new projects at French 
airfields, totaling $130,000 are as fol- 
lows: 

Construction of alert areas at 
Colmar-Mayenheim airfield, at an ap- 
proximate cost of $50,000. 

Construction of lubricant storage 
areas at Montmedy-Marville airfield, 
at an approximate cost of $3,100. 

Installation of central electric safety 
control at Montmedy-Marville airfield, 
at an approximate cost of $77,000. 
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Firms wanting to bid should report 
their interest before November 19 to 
Mr. Aigrot, French Delegate to NATO, 
Palais de Chaillot, Paris 16. 


Two other new French projects, to- 
taling $109,421, involve: 


Construction at Dreux airfield of 
the following: Munitions warehouse, 
estimated cost $5,715; clearing, esti- 
mated cost $31,421; fencing, estimated 
cost $21,428; electrical installations, 
estimated cost $10,857. 


Construction of fencing at Etain- 
Rouvres airfield, at an estimated cost 
of $40,000. 

Firms wanting to bid on these proj- 
ects should report their interest to 
Service d’Infrastructure de l’Air, 26 
boulevard Victor, Paris, before No- 
vember 25. 


Potential bidders should furnish in- 
formation to the appropriate foreign 
government offices regarding com- 
parable work done for U. S. Govern- 
ment agencies. A copy of this resume 
should be sent to the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., to 
permit prompt certification of inter- 
ested firms. 


A brochure describing the NATO 
international bidding program may 
be obtained on request from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division or any 
Department of Commerce Field Office. 





Booklet Lists Opportunities 
In Netherlands Antilles 


A new booklet, entitled “Make the 
Right Move—Invest in the Nether- 
lands Antilles,” has been issued by 
the Department of Economics, Gov- 
ernment of the Netherlands Antilles. 


Designed to stimulate interest in 
the Netherlands Antilles as a possible 
location for establishment of new en- 
terprises by foreign firms, the booklet 
briefly describes the area and some of 
the inducements offered. 


A few copies are available for review 
purposes on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
Each Field Office of the Department 
also has available for consultation one 
copy of the booklet. 


—— 


German Railway Group 
Visits United States 


A delegation of top officials of the 
German Federal Railways is visiting 
the United States for about 3 weeks 
to study the possibility of estab 
a branch office in New York City. 

Leader of the group is Dr. Werner 
Pischel, chief of the Transport and 
Tariff Department of the German 
Federal Railways (Deutsche Bundes- 
bahn) and president of the Board of 
Directors of the Central German Tour- 
ist Association (Deutsche Zentrale fuer 
Fremdenverkehr). 

Dr. Pischel is accompanied by the 
following experts on travel and tour- 
ism: Dr. K. Wehrenpfennig, official of 
the German Transportation Ministry; 
Dr. E. Ruetten, official of the Associa- 
tion of German Health Resorts; Dr. 
M. Hoffmann, official of the Associa- 
tion of German Hotels and Inns; W. 
Berkop, director of Schenker and Co, 
Frankfurt am Main, an international 
forwarding agent; and F. B. Kaeppler, 
official of the Deutsches Reisebuero 
(DER), the largest travel bureau in 
Western Germany. 

At present the German Federal Rail- 
ways is represented in the United 
States by 6 travel offices, 4 of which 
are in New York City and 2 in Chicago, 
These offices act as agents of the 
Deutsches Reisebuero, the official 
travel agency of the German Federal 
Railways. The Railways’ freight serv- 
ice interests in the United States are 
represented by Schenker International 
Forwarders, Inc., of New York City. 

The delegation plans to explore the 
possibility of establishing one central 
office in New York City which would 
provide both passenger and freight 
service. It would operate under an of- 
ficial appointed by the Railways. 

In addition to New York City, the 
group will visit Chicago, San Fran- 
cisco, Los Angeles, and Washington. 
The delegation may be contacted 
through the German Consulate Gen- 
eral, 745 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 





Lease Data Now Available on 
Shipyard Project in Greece ° 


The U. S. Department of Commerce 
has received a limited number of 
copies of the international bid invita- 
tion for lease, reconstruction, and ex- 
ploitation of the Scaramanga ship- 
yard in Greece. 

Details on this project were pub- 
lished in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
November 8, 1954, page 16. 

Interested parties may obtain 4& 
copy of this document for review on 
loan from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. 8. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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Abelmosk Seeds for 
Sale in Colombia 


Caja de Credito Agrario, In- 
dustrial y Minero, of Bogota, 
Colombia, is seeking a market 
in the United States for abel- 
mosk seeds used for the manu- 
facture of perfumery. Approxi- 
mately 960 kilograms of the seed 
are available. 

The organization is a semiof- 
ficial institute, established for 
the development of agricultural, 
industrial, and mining enter- 
prises in Colombia. 

Inquiries should be addressed 
to Caja de Credito Agrario, In- 
dustrial y Minero, Avenida 
Jimenez 9-32, Bogota, Colombia. 











French Firm Offers 
Transport Services 


A French international transport 
organization, Fuller Freres & Cie. 
(Fuller Brothers & Co.), 13-15 rue des 
Petites-Ecuries, Paris X, offers its 
services to firms which may be con- 
templating exhibitions at the Twenty- 
first International Aero-Show, to be 
held at Le Bourget Airport, near Paris, 
June 10-19, 1955. 

The firm claims to be in close con- 
tact with the sponsors of the air 
show, and states that its comprehen- 
sive services to exhibitors would in- 
clude an office at the show, a perma- 
nent representative speaking four 
languages, stand planning and build-* 
ing, door-to-door trafhsportation, un- 
packing and setting up on the stand, 
handling of heavy and bulky freight 
with special cranes, storage of empty 
packages during the show, repacking 
and reforwarding, all customs formali- 
ties, and storage of material in bond 
after the show pending grant of im- 
port licenses and customs clearance. 

Fuller Freres & Cie. suggests that in- 
terested parties contact its U.S. repre- 
sentative, LEP Transport Inc., 47 
Water Street, New York 4, N. Y. 





$12.5 Million Improvement 
Program Planned in Colombia 


The Government of the Department 
of Magdalena, Colombia, is planning to 
construct aqueducts, sewage systems, 
and electrification systems for all of 
its municipalitiés, at a total estimated 
cost of $12.5 million. 

In connection with this program, 
proposals are invited from U. S. firms 
specialized in these fields. Additional 
information may be obtained from 
Secretaria de Obras Publicas, Depart- 
mento del Magdalena, Santa Marta, 
Colombia. 
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Egypt To Purchase 


New Seagoing Tug 


The Egyptian Ministry of War is 
inviting bids for the supply of one 
steam, twin-screw, seagoing tug, for 
towing, salvage, and fire-fighting, re- 
quired by the Egyptian Ports and 
Lighthouses Administration. 

Principal characteristics of the re- 
quired tug are: Length, about 150 
feet; mean draught not to exceed 14 
feet; speed, free running, 15 knots; 
speed, when towing a 15,000-ton ship, 
5 knots; radius, 5,000 miles. Delivery 
must be made within 12 months from 
the date the contract is awarded. 

Bids will be opened at Alexandria on 
January 15, 1955. Offers must be in 
pounds sterling or in Egyptian pounds 
(1 Egyptian pound=—US$2.88), and 
should be addressed to the Director 
General of the Ports and Lighthouses 
Administration, Arsenal, Alexandria, 
Egypt. 

A copy of the specifications is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D.C, Copies of this document, desig- 
nated as Specification No. 2, may be 
purchased from the Ports and Light- 
houses Administration in Alexandria, 
for 5 Egyptian pounds. 


Chile Plans To Buy 


Buses for Santiago 


U.S. manufacturers reportedly will 
have an opportunity to bid on supply- 
ing buses for Santiago, Chile, in con- 
nection with a planned program for 
acquisition of new equipment. 

Empresa de Transportes Colectivos 
del Estado (ETCE), the state bus 
transportation organization, will work 
with a committee to be established by 
the Minister of Economy to determine 
the types of vehicles best suited to 
Santiago’s requirements. 

A sum of $10 million has been allo- 
cated for the purchase of new equip- 
ment over a 5-year period, and the 
program calls for procurements 
totaling $2 million per year. It is 
anticipated that ari invitation for bids 
will be issued in the near future. 

As new developments concerning 
this program are reported to the De- 
partment of Commerce, they will be 
published in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly. Meanwhile, it is suggested 
that U. S. manufacturers contact 
either direct or through their agents 
and representatives in Chile, the 
Empresa de Transportes Colectivos 
del Estado in Santiago. 








World cotton consumption in 1953- 
54 reached a record high of 34.9 mil- 
lion bales, an increase of 1.5 million 
over the 1952-53 revised estimate. 


Turkish Firm Plans 
To Establish Factory 


Motopar, a firm located in Ankara, 
Turkey, wishes to interest an Amer- 
ican firm in participating in the es- 
tablishment of a factory for produc- 
tion of readymade clothing. Initial 
capacity of the factory is planned at 
1.5 million to 2 million pieces of men’s 
wear, overcoating, and children’s wear. 

Motopar would provide the land and 
building required for the factory, 
which the firm intends to locate near 
the woolen cloth wholesale center at 
Istanbul, and the American investor 
would be asked to provide the ma- 
chinery and key technicians to train 
Turkish personnel. 

Required fixed and working capital 
is estimated at 1 million to 2 million 
Turkish lira (1 Turkish lira = US- 
$0.357), with half to come from the 
American investor, and the balance 
from the sale of Turkish shares and 
possibly in part from the Turkish In- 
dustrial Development Bank. 

Local competition reportedly would 
consist of readymade clothing out- 
put by small shops which are exempt 
from the manufacturing transactions 
tax; no readymade clothing is being 
imported into Turkey at present. 

The firm operates as an importer 
and wholesaler of automotive spare 
parts. However, owing to difficulties 
in obtaining foreign exchange for 
continued imports, it wishes to enter 
the manufacturing field, and has 
chosen the readymade clothing in- 
dustry because of the apparent favor- 
able market potentials in Turkey for 
such lines, as well as the previous 
personal experience and educational 
background of the two principal mem- 
bers of the firm. 

Additional information is available 
for review on loan from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D.C. 

Interested parties are invited to cor- 
respond with Motopar, 4 Yeni Sanayj 
Carsisi, Giris Caddesi, Ankara, Turkey. 





Candian Government Invites 


U. S. Licensing Proposals 


The Industrial Development Branch 
of the Canadian Department of Trade 
and Commerce invites inquiries from 
U.S. manufacturers who are interested 
in introducing their products on the 
Canadian market by means of a li- 
censing or royalty arrangement with 
a Canadian manufacturer. 

The Industrial Development Branch 
states that it has facilities for circu- 
lating information on licensing pro- 
posals to Canadian business. 

Correspondence should be addressed 
to the Industrial Development Branch, 
Department of Trade and Commerce, 
Ottawa, Canada. 
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Sitien Firm Invites 
U. S. Participation 


The Western Manufacturing Co. of 
Bombay, India, is interested in ob- 
taining the cooperation of an Ameri- 
ean industrial furnace manufacturer 
either by means of a licensing agree- 
ment or direct capital investment, to 
permit expansion of its activities. 

The firm at present manufactures 
an assortment of small and medium- 
sized electrical and oil-fired indus- 
trial furnaces, as well as cupolas for 
use in iron and steel foundries. 

If a manufacturer wishes to invest 
capital in the enterprise, the Indian 
company would be willing to offer 
either a share in management through 
shares in the company or direct inter- 
est payment on a cash investment. The 
present management would, however, 
insist on controlling the company. The 
Indian firm would be interested in an 
investment of approximately 500,000 
rupees (1 rupee=approximately 
US$0.21). 

Additional information, including 
photographs of the firm’s present 
manufactures, is available for review 
purposes on loan from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Interested parties should communi- 
cate direct with the Western Manu- 
facturing Co., P.O. Box 1230, Hassan 
Chambers, Parsee Bazar Street, Fort, 
Bombay 1, India. * 


Yugoslavia Gets FOA Funds 
To Buy Tallow From U. S. 


Financing in the amount of $105,000 
has been granted to the Government 
of Yugoslavia by the Foreign Opera- 
tions Administration for the purchase 
of tallow from the United States and 
possessions only. The contracting pe- 
riod extends to January 31, 1955. 

Purchases under this procurement 
authorization are to be made by Hem- 
ro, Jovanova 35, P.O.B. 22, Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia, and interested suppliers 
should contact that organization di- 
rect for details on requirements. 








New Food Processing Firm 
Established in Egypt 


The formation of a new company 
in Egypt for the production of milk 
products and processing of canned 
vegetables and fruits may offer oppor- 
tunities for the sale of machinery and 
equipment. 

The new company, sponsored by the 
Banque Misr in Cairo, is the Misr 
Dairy and Food Co., S. A. E. en For- 
mation, Gresham Building, Soliman 
Pasha Street, Cairo. 

The firm hopes to be in production 
early in 1956. 





Cairo To Purchase 
14 Transformers 


Bids are invited by the Cairo 
Electricity and Gas Administra- 
tion, until December 7, for the 
supply and delivery of 14 1500- 
kilovolt-ampere, 3-phase trans- 
formers. 

Bids must be submitted 
through an agent established 
in Egypt to the Director General, 
Cairo Electricity and Gas Ad- 
ministration, 53 July Twenty- 
third Street, Cairo, and must be 
accompanied by a provisional 
deposit of 2 percent of the value 
of the contract. 

A copy of the specifications is 
available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 











S. Africa Offers High-Grade 
lron Ore Deposits for Sale 


The Geological Survey Department 
of Swaziland reportedly would wel- 
come inquiries from the American 
iron ore industry in connection with 
the possible purchase of iron ore: de- 
posits at Bomvu Ridge, Swaziland, 
which the Survey Department con- 
Siders to be of higher than average 
grade. 


A copy of a report covering this 
deposit is available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


Inquiries may be directed to. the 
Geological Survey Department, P. O. 
Box 9, Mbabane, Swaziland, South 
Africa. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), om a loan basis, from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
U. 8S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C 


Building Materials: 

Germany — Holz-Voss KG. (manu- 
facturer), Friedrichstrasse, Velbert/ 
Rheinland, wishes to export direct 
wooden doors, window frames, shelves, 
and boxes. Illustrated literature, in 
German, available.* 


Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals: 
Belgium — Etablissements Getragco 





—— 


(exporter and commission merchant) 
25 rue Catherine Beersmans, Antwe % 
offers to export direct or thro 
agent chemical products for industries 
and laboratories, and pharmaceuti-. 
cals of Yugoslav origin. 


Foodstuffs: 


France—Georges Moreau & Cie. (ex. 
port merchant), 10 rue Pergolege, 
Paris, wishes to export direct canned 
food products. 


Footwear: 


France—Lacarrere, Domercq & Cie, 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
Salies-de-Bearn, Basses-Pyreneeg 
wishes to export direct good-quality 
cotton canvas sandals with jute soleg 
current and fancy styles, medium- and 
low-priced, for men and women; 
ladies’ fancy embroidered sandals; 
and light-weight summer shoes with 
leather soles. Illustrated leaflet avail- 
able.* 

Italy—“LOPA” di Luigi Passuello 
(manufacturer), 90 Corso Principe 
Oddone, Turin, wishes to export direct 
high-grade shoes made of rubber and 
cork, raffia shoes for ladies, and 
wooden shoes. Photographs available.® 


Household Goods: 


Germany—Hch. Kettelhack, Spin- 
nerei und Weberei (manufacturer), 
Rheine i. W., wishes to export direct 
or through agent towels, dish towels, 
and bed linens, 100% cotton or 50% 
linen and 50% cotton. Leaflets, in 
German, available.* 

Germany—Dr. Josef van Boemmel 
G. m. b. H. (manufacturer), 9 West- 
strasse, Stadtlohn, wishes to export 
direct cotton and rayon tablecloths, 
Illustrated leaflets and samples avail- 
able.* 


Lithographic Reproductions: 


Belgium—Renee Keuller (painter), 
241 Chaussee de Malines, Antwerp, 
wishes to export direct lithographie 
reproductions of Renee Keuiler’s own 
paintings. 


Notions: 


Germany—Paul Wagner (manufac- 
turer), 7a-13 Kratzkopf, Wuppertal- 
Ronsdorf, wishes to export direct or 
through agent all kinds of ribbons, 
in silk, rayon, nylon, perlon, and 
cotton. 


Office Machines and Attachments: 

Canada—Crown Equipment Co., Ltd, 
1011 Bleury St., Montreal 1, has avail- 
able for export 5,000 practically new, 
reconditioned typewriters, both man- 
ual and electric; other types of office 
machines; and a typewriter attach- 
ment known as the “Ribbonwriter”, 
which makes an original and two 
copies without the use of carbon 
paper. 

Rubber Products: 


Wales—Avon Footwear Sales, Ltd. 
(manufacturer), Gate Road, The 
Trading Estate, Bridgend, Glamorgan, 
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— 


wishes to export direct or through 
selling agents high-quality rubber 
soles and heels. Illustrated catalog 
available.* 

Safety and Industrial Accessories: 


Netherlands—Majestic Gloves/Foot- 
wear Co. (manufacturer), 1-3 Gallas- 
plein, Hellevoetsluis, wishes to export 
rubber and neoprene safety boots (also 
resistant to oil, acid, and lye); safety 
shoes (high and low); and all kinds 
of industrial gloves, 3,000 pairs weekly. 
Firm states all products are made 
of first-quality raw materials. The 
Dutch firm prefers to sell to importers, 
puying for own account, in various 
parts of the United States, but also 
will consider appointing agents. 


Textiles: 


Germany — Heinz Busch, Seiden- 
weberei (manufacturer), 41 Martin- 
strasse, M. Gladbach, wishes to export 
direct textiles for umbrellas, rain- 
coats, dresses, and blouses. 

Germany—F. X. Dutzenberg (manu- 
facturer), 115 Frankenring, Krefeld, 
wishes to export direct cloth for 
church vestments, in pieces of 60 
yards. 


Wood Products: 


Sweden—Glava Industri Aktiebola- 
get (manufacturer), 31 Hagagatan, 
Stockholm, wishes to export direct 
wooden (good-quality birch) ice cream 
sticks, spoons, forks, and candy sticks, 
one million per day of all kinds. Firm 
will also manufacture according to 
buyer’s specifications. 





IMPORT AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol (*), 
on a loan basis, from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. 8. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 


Precision Parts: 


Switzerland—Fevisa S. A. (manu- 
facturer, retailer, wholesaler), 55 Case 
Cluse, Geneva, wishes to appoint an 
agent in the United States for the 
purpose of soliciting orders for turned 
parts, pinions, pivots, gear works, etc., 
for precision apparatus, measuring 
instruments, electric and other meters, 
telephones, radios, phonographs, etc. 
Firm will manufacture such parts ac- 
cording to specifications only. Leaflet 
available.* 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Agricultural Equipment: 
Tunisia—M. Jean Ducrot (importer, 


November 15, 1954 





New Zealand To Buy 
Radio Insulators 


U.S. manufacturers are invited 
to bid on the supply of 300'strain 
insulators and 500 stand-off in- 
sulators for radio transmission 
lines, required by the Néw Zea- 
land Post and Telegraph Depart- 
ment. 

Quotations should be f.o.b. 
port of shipment, and should be 
submitted to the Chief of Engi- 
neer’s Office (Radio Section) 
General Post Office, Wellington, 
C.1, New Zealand. 

Specifications are available for 
review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or the New Zea- 
land Government Trade Com- 
missioner, Dupont Circle Build- 
ing, 1346 Connecticut Avenue 
NW., Washington 6, D. C. 











retailer, wholesaler), 4 rue de Roubaix, 
Tunis, wishes to purchase direct small 
agricultural equipment. 


Chemicals and Fertilizers: 


Tunisia—M. Jean Ducrot (importer, 
retailer, wholesaler), 4 rue de Roubaix, 
Tunis, wishes to purchase direct 
chemicals and fertilizers. 


Machinery: 


France—Societe Job (Anc. Etab. 
Bardou-Job et Pauilhac) (manufac- 
turer and wholesaler of cigarette 
paper and related paper products), 12 
boulevard de Strasbourg, Toulouse, 
Haute-Garonne, urgently requests 
quotations for modern machinery for 
manufacturing and converting cellu- 
lose facial tissues; also, machinery for 
the production of cellulose, cotton, and 
cotton-wool sanitary napkins. Firm 
states quantities will be indicated 
upon receipt of descriptive literature 
and current price quotations. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Germany—Carl H. P. Pepjung (im- 
porter, exporter, agent), 175/177 Am 
Wall, Bremen, wishes to import into 
Germany either for own account or 
as agent, modern mining machinery 
for the mechanization of coal and ore 
mines, particularly coal and ore cut- 
ters and drills, and coal and ore load- 
ing and transportation machinery. 

Italy—Societa Commerciale Parma 
& C. S. r. l. (importer and potential 
manufacturer), 4/6 Via Malta, Genoa, 
wishes to purchase direct machinery 
for the production of monosodium 
glutamate for edible purposes. Firm 
is planning the construction of a plant 
for the manufacture of monosodium 
glutamate. 


See also listing under Licensing Op- 
portunities, Foodstuffs, in this issue. 


Novelties: 


France—Francinter (wholesaler, 
commission merchant, manufacturer’s 
agent), 190 rue de Saint-Genes, Bor- 
deaux, Gironde, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain agency for good- 
quality novelties made of molded 
plastics. Firm would appreciate re- 
ceiving destriptive literature and price’ 
quotations. f> 


* Purification Equipment: 

Germany—Carl H. P. Pepjung (im- 
porter, exporter, agent), 175/177 Am 
Wall, Bremen, wishes to import into 
Germany, either for own account or 
as agent, modern equipment and im- 
plements for ozonizing air and water; 
and equipment for air purification in 
industrial areas, such equipment to 
be capable of eliminating smoke, 
Pr ae vapors, gases, etc., from the 

a 

Refrigerators: 


Iraq—Kamil Abdul Rahman (im- 
porter of tea, sugar, textiles, air cool- 
ers, refrigerators, and ‘second-hand 
clothing), Khan Pasha El 4 
Baghdad, wishes to purchase direct 
and obtain exclusive distributorship 
for all sizes of electric household and 
commercial refrigerators. 


Sanitary Ware: 

Peru—Wil H. Jaeger (agent), Apar- 
tado 2274, Lima, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain agency for bath- 


room sanitary ware, including low tank 
toilet bowls. 


Stationers’ Goods: 

France —Francinter (wholesaler, 
commission merchant, manufacturer’s 
agent), 190 rue de Saint-Genes, 
Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain agency for good- 
quality, medium-priced fountain pens. 

New Zealand—S. E. Boanas, Ltd. 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent, stationer, and printer), Press 
Lane, Cathedral Square, Christchurch, 
wishes to purchase direct and obtain 
agencies for all types of commercial 
stationery and allied lines. 


Textiles: 


Netherlands — Textielfabriek Neder- 
land N.V. (manufacturer of worsted 
knitted cloth and worsted jersey 
cloth), A 109 Kevelderstraat, Groenlo, 
wishes to purchase direct orlon circu- 
lar knitted cloth, 200 denier 80 fila- 
ment yarn, 24-28 stitches per centi- 
meter. 


Water and Sewage Equipment: 

Germany—Carl H. P. Pepjung (im- 
porter, exporter, agent), 175/177 Am 
Wall, Bremen, wishes to import into 
Germany, either for own account or 
as agent, modern plant equipment and 
apparatus for the purification of 
water, including sewage treatment. 
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AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











General Merchandise: 


Germany—Waldemar Krueger, Han- 
delsvertretungen (manufacturer’s 
agent and commission merchant), 48 
Rellinghauser Strasse, Essen/Ruhr, 
wishes to obtain agency for all kinds 
of consumer goods. 


Hardware: 


New Zealand — J. L. Watt & Co. 
(manufacturer’s agent), Hannahs 
Building, 262 Lambton Quay, Welling- 
ton, wishes to obtain agencies for all 
lines allied to hardware’ and paint 
trades, particularly domestic and 
builder’s hardware. 


Household Appliances and 
Furniture: 


Belgium — Etablissements Getragco 
(commission merchant), 25 rue Cath- 
erine Beersmans, Antwerp, wishes to 
obtain agencies for household electric 
washing and drying machines, vacuum 
cleaners, heaters, gas ranges, and steel 
kitchen furniture. 


Machinery and Tools: 


New Zealand—J. L. Watt & Co. 
(manufacturer’s agent), Hannahs 
Bidg., 262 Lambton Quay, Wellington, 
wishes to obtain agencies for all lines 
allied to the hardware and paint 
trades, particularly light machinery 
and tools. 


. Textiles: 


New Zealand—McLaren and Robert- 
son, Ltd. (manufacturer’s agent), 22 
Brandon St., Wellington, wishes to 
obtain agencies for textiles and trim- 
mings (cotton, wool, and synthetic 
yarns) for men’s, women’s, and chil- 
dren’s clothing. 





LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
pees a phs, price lists, or samples, 

available in specific 'nstances as 
indicated by symbol (*), on a loan 
basis, from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. 8S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


In the United States 
Chemicals: 


France—Usines de Melle (Les) 
(manufacturer of ethyl alcohol and 
chemical byproducts), Melle, Deux- 
Sevres, offers to interested U. S. firms 
its patented processes, techniques, and 
know-how for the production in the 
United States of ethyl alcohol (abso- 
lute alcohol, ethyl alcoholic fermen- 
tation); synthetic production, recov- 
ery and dehydration of acetic acid 


in cellulose acetate factories; and 
manufacture of ester, acetone, high- 
boiling alcohols, etc. 


Firm’s most recent processes relate 
to the manufacture of crotonaldehyde 
or butyl alcohol by synthesis starting 
from ethyl alcohol or acetaldehyde; 
the manufacture of butyraldehyde, 
ethyl propyl acrolein, 2-ethyl hexyl 
alcohol, high- and low-boiling esters. 
Reportedly, one of the most outstand- 
ing (just developed on a commercial 
scale) is the process covering produc- 
tion of acetic anhydride by oxidation, 
by air, of acetaldehyde. Descriptive 
booklet, in French, on firm’s manu- 
facturing experience, lines of produc- 
tion, and other activities available.* 


In Foreign Countries 
Foodstuffs: 


Italy—Societa Commerciale Parma 
& C. Srl. (importer, potential manu- 
facturer), 4/6 Via Malta, Genoa, is 
interested in obtaining U. S. patents, 
processes, and techniques for the pro- 
duction in Italy of monosodium gluta- 
mate for edible purposes. 

See also listing under Export Oppor- 
tunities, Machinery, in this issue. 





" NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
graphed copies may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $1 a list for 
each country. 


Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in the 
course of compiling each list. Brief 
extracts from these data follow 
each title for which such data are 
available. 


Dental Supply Houses—Greece.—A 
wide variety of dental supplies and 
equipment is imported, including in- 
struments, high-grade acrylic teeth 
and dentures, sterilizers, waxes, plas- 
ters, metals and alloys, amalgams, 
cement, anesthetics, medicinals, and 
impression material. Domestic manu- 
facturers supply approximately 70 
percent of the local market for acrylic 
teeth because of lower prices. 

Import statistics are not available 
except for artificial teeth and den- 
tures, which were valued at approxi- 
mately $23,000 in 1953 and were sup- 
plied chiefly by the United States 
(33%), Germany (27%), and the 
United Kingdom (10%). Trade sources 
report that imports from European 
sources, especially Germany, are in- 
creasing because of simpler import 
procedures, lower prices, and liberal 
payment facilities. 

Feather Importers, Dealers, and Ex- 
porters—United Kingdom.—Imports of 





Water Supply Project 
Data Available 


The Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has available one set of 
specifications covering a project 
for supply of drinking water in 
rural areas in Egypt. 

Details concerning this project 
were published in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, October 18, 1954, 
page 17. 

The specifications may be ob- 
tained for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 








he 





raw feathers for bedding and uphol- 
stery amounted in 1952 to 23,950 hun- 
dredweight valued at £401,623 (£l= 
US$2.80). Three-fourths of these came 
from the Irish Republic and Denmark, 
Exports in 1952 amounted to £504,604 
for undressed feathers; the largest 
buyers were Germany at £271,015 and 
the United States at £111,260. Exports 
of ornamental feathers, dressed, dyed, 
etc., were small with a total value of 
£14,266. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Importers and Dealers—Union of 
South Africa.—The size of the medi- 
cinal and toilet preparation market 
has undergone considerable expan- 
sion in recent years. Aside from 
normal population growth, this ex- 
pansion appears complementary to a 
transition in consumer purchasing 
habits and requirements, the in- 
creased use of cosmetics, enhanced 
purchasing power, and large-scale 
advertising of popular brands. 

An increasing percentage of these 
products is consumed by African na- 
tives in this vast area. 

A large number of American and 
other oversea producers have estab- 
lished manufacturing outlets. Im- 
port control regulations have limited 
the entry of finished products. Local 
manufacturers import many main 
drug and cosmetic ingredients and 
bases, although an increasing propor- 
tion is produced domestically. Ac- 
cording to a recent census, there are 
208 firms in the wholesale drug field 
and their aggregate gross sales in 1952 
were estimated at $73,920,000. 

Metal and Scrap Metal Importers 
and Dealers — Italy.— Italy possesses 
an extensive metalworking industry 
almost entirely dependent upon for- 
eign sources of supply for raw mate- 
rials. Only in lead, zinc, antimony, 
and aluminum does domestic produc- 
tion satisfy local demand. Imports of 
iron, pig iron, and steel in 1953 totaled 
1,816,623 metric tons of which the 
United States supplied 143/437 metric 
tons. 
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Almost all copper is imported, 
mainly from Belgium, Belgian Congo, 
Chile, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States. Tin is not produced, 
and consumption is virtually equal to 
jmports, which in 1953 totaled 2,133 
metric tons. Foreign trade in metals 
is principally with European coun- 
tries. ‘The list includes a table of 
metal imports from and exports to the 
United States in 1953. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Norway.—This country in peacetime 

uces about 46 percent of domestic 
food requirements, calculated in calo- 
ries. Norway is almost self-sufficient 
in meats, poultry, eggs, and dairy 
products, while cheese and fish are 
exported in substantial quantities. Al- 
though there would appear to be 
a good market for provisions, im- 
ports of foodstuffs from the United 


. States are restricted to a few items 


because of the continued shortage of 
dollar exchange. 

Imports of foodstuffs from the 
United States in 1952 were valued at 
$25,078,000, of which grain and grain 
products accounted for $22,160,000. 
Imports of wheat accounted for $5,- 
284,000, flour for $4,018,472, and the 
balance in ‘this category consisted of 
corn, barley, and animal feed. 

Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters—Lebanon.— 
Agricultural and garden seeds and 
bulbs are produced for local needs, 
but not for export. Cumin, caraway, 
and various other seeds exported orig- 
inate in Syria and other Arab coun- 
tries. Certain types of garden seeds 
and bulbs are imported, chiefly from 
the Netherlands, and agricultural 
seeds from Syria, Jordan, France, 
Denmark, and the United States. The 


bulk of oil-bearing seeds are imported 
by local seed-crushing mills for their 
own use. Syria is the main source of 
supply. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—Warwick Norman Rundle, 
representing White Manufacturing Co. 
(Australia) Pty., Ltd., 45 Flinders 
Lane, Melbourne, is interested in new 
types of materials, women’s fashion 
trends, and distribution and retail 
merchandising, and requests informa- 
tion on the above. Was scheduled to 
arrive November 8, via New York, for a 
visit of 24 days. U. S. address: McAlpin 
Hotel, 34th and Broadway, New York, 
N.Y. Itinerary: New York, Chicago, 
Dallas, Los Angeles, and San Fran- 
cisco. 

Australia—Bernard Joy, represent- 
ing J. T. Dunstan Pty., Ltd. (manu- 
facturer and wholesaler of leather 
finishes for tanning), Bell and Albert 
Sts., Preston, Victoria, is interested 
in, and requests technical information 
on, leather dressings and raw mate- 
rials used by leather tanners and 
dressers. Was scheduled to arrive No- 
vember 5, via San Francisco, for a 
visit of 3 months. U.S. address: c/o 
American Express Co., 65 Broadway, 
New York, N.Y. Itinerary: Detroit, 
Milwaukee, Chicago, Cleveland, New 
York, Philadelphia, Los Angeles, and 
Boston areas. 

Mexico—Fred A. Orleans (importer, 
exporter, wholesaler, commission mer- 
chant), Emilio Casteler No. 121-704, 
Mexico 5, D.F., wishes to contact U.S. 
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manufacturers interested in establish- 
ing manufacturing operations in Mex- 
ico on any of the following bases: 
Establishment of a subsidiary opera- 
tion; joint operation with Mexican 
capital participation; and 

ment for manufacture in Mexico on 
a royalty basis. 


Mr. Orleans also wishes to establish 
connections with companies or indiy- 
uals who would be interested in any 
of the following services which he 
offers to perform: Surveys, invest- 
ments, business management, plant 
management, plant engineering, labor 
relations, representations, legal coun- 
sel, tax consultant, and patent licens- 
ing. Scheduled to arrive in December 
for a visit of about a month. Itinerary: 
New Orleans and principal cities in the 
State of Texas. Mr. Orleans would like 
to receive inquiries at his Mexico City 
address prior to his departure for the 
United States. 


Union of South Africa—M. M. Chatz- 
kelowitz, representing Alliance Trad- 
ing Co., 104 Maritime House, Loveday 
St., Johannesburg, is interested in ob- 
taining agencies for tools, timber, 
Steel, and textiles. Was scheduled to 
arrive November 5, via New York, for 
a visit of 2 months. U. S. address: 
c/o South African Consulate General, 
655 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, Washington, Seattle, San 
Francisco, Detroit, Pittsburgh, Phila- 
delphia, and Tulsa. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 





Salvadoran Coffee .. . 
(Continued from Page 6) 


594,180, as against 72,811 metric tons 
with a value of US$71,913,910 in the 
first 6 months of 1953. 


E] Salvador’s economic outlook re- 
mains good. Coffee picking time is 
near at hand, and already there has 
been a noticeable increase in activity 
throughout the country as plantation 
owners and merchants prepare for the 
event. The price at which coffee will 
level off is not known, but the picture 
is expected to crystallize when U. 8. 
traders resume normal purchases. It 
still is generally believed that prices 
will not go below those received for 
the past crop. 


All signs continue to point to a very 
active economy during the coming 
months: A continued high rate of 
private and public building; extension 
and improvement of electric-power 
systems; creation of a privately owned 
and operated motion-picture exhibi- 
tion business; addition of new proc- 
essing industries, such as soluble cof- 
fee and margarine; creation of a 
fishing industry; construction of the 
Littoral Highway; and the expansion 
of other public-works programs. — 
Emb., San Salvador. 
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New Dock Facilities 
Planned at Hamilton 


The Federal Government of Canada 
will spend C$1,500,000 to C$1,750,000 
for the extension of dock facilities at 
Hamilton (Ontario) Harbor, it has 
been announced in Hamilton. 

The Federal Government reportedly 
also will spend C$3,500,000 as its share 
of the new canal bridge development, 
bringing Federal Government expen- 
ditures in the port of Hamilton area 
for the riext year to $5 million. 

Hamilton dock facilities will be en- 
larged at Wellington Street for both 
cargo vessels and for ships of the 
Royal Canadian’ Naval Reserve. The 
development will extend several hun- 
dred feet into the bay, to form an L- 
shaped westerly leg toward Catharine 
Street, which will be used by the Royal 
Canadian Navy to protect its ships 
‘berthed there. 

After constructing the Wellington 
Street extension, the Hamilton Harbor 
Commission plans to build warehouses 
costing about C$1 million. The Min- 
‘ister of Public ‘Works also has ap- 
proved expenditures for deepening of 
the canal channel, but has made no 
decision on two other proposals, to 
extend dockage facilities at La Salle 
Park, a transshipping point for Ham- 
ilton’s north shore industries, and to 
extend the James Street dock, at an 
estimated total cost of about C$250,000. 


Seaway Traffic Anticipated 


These projects are a part of the de- 
yelopment plan to increase the size and 
efficiency of Hamilton Harbor to han- 
die normal demands, as well as the 
increased oceangoing traffic which 
the St. Lawrence Seaway is expected 
to bring. Although in terms of total 
tonnage handled Hamilton is Can- 
ada’s third largest port, it is outdis- 
tanced with respect to oceangoing 
freight by the ports of Montreal, 
Vancouver, Halifax, and St. John, New 
Brunswick. 

With the completion of the seaway, 





Brazilian Airline Proposes 
To Extend Route to Chicago 


Brazilian International Airlines 
(Real-Aerovias Brasil) plans to make 
application to Brazilian authorities to 
extend its present Miami route into 
Chicago, a BIA official in Washington, 
D. C., has announced. Under the 
United States-Brazilian bilateral avia- 
tion treaty Chicago already has been 
designated as a terminal for a Bra- 
zilian air carrier. 

The company now makes three 
round-trip flights weekly between 
Miami and Buenos Aires. In Brazil, 
the company has a total of 76 air- 
planes, serving a network of domestic 
routes. 


however, Hamilton Harbor authorities 
anticipate that many oceangoing ves- 
sels will bring their freight directly to 
Hamilton rather than unload at 
Montreal for transshipment by rail to 
this area. They envisage a sizable 
increase in tonnage in view of Hamil- 
ton’s strategic location as a manufac- 
turing and transportation center. 


Air France To Order 
Six More U. S. Planes 


The French national air carrier Air 
France plans to order six additional 
Lockheed 1049G Super-Constellations, 
bringing to a total of nine the number 
of this type of aircraft ordered by the 
company. The decision, reached with 
the approval of the public authorities, 
was made in an effort to meet con- 
stantly increasing traffic needs. 

Air France currently operates 10 Su- 
per-Constellation aircraft delivered by 
the Lockheed Aircraft Corp. in 1953, as 
well as 21 Constellation aircraft of an 
earlier type. Other aircraft of U. S. 
manufacture operated in the Air 
France fleet, according to official 
French statistics as of April 30, 1954, 
include 20 Douglas DC4 and 38 Doug- 
las DC3 aircraft. 

In April the fleet also included seven 
Breguet 763 Provence two-decker air- 
craft—now reportedly augmented by 
five—15 Languedoc 161, and five Jun- 
ker 52. The Languedoc aircraft are 
not now in service; of the Junkers, two 
were operating in Madagascar as of 
April 30, and three were out of service. 








‘Harbor To Be Improved in 


Netherlands West Indies 


The Lago Oil and Transport Com- 
pany, Ltd., plans to begin an extensive 
8-month port-improvement program 
to make the company-operated San 
Nicholaas harbor in the Netherlands 
West Indies accessible to the largest 
tankers afloat. 


Designed to accomodate tankers up 
to 45,000 deadweight tons, the harbor 
will be deepened to a swept depth of 
40 feet where necessary. The dredging 
work will open the harbor to ships 
with a maximum loaded draft of 3744 
feet. At present the harbor is closed 
to ships of more than 34% feet loaded 
draft. 


Among other improvements in dock- 
ing facilities, a new pier will be con- 
structed to facilitate docking of 25,000- 
ton supertankers and the berths of 
existing piers will be fitted out to 
handle the 45,000-ton ships. 


The entire project, scheduled for 
completion by next summer, will cost 
an estimated US$1,850,000. 





Cochin Port To Get 
4 Wharf Berths 


The Government of India, in 
consultation with the Planning 
Commission, reportedly hag 
agreed to Cochin port’s revised 
proposal to construct four addi- 
tional wharf berths instead of 
the two berths originally 
planned. 

As a result, expenditures for the 
port’s Five-Year Plan expansion 
will be increased by 12,900,000 
rupees (US$2,709,000)—tthe esti- 
mated cost of the two additional 
wharf berths—to a total of 31,- 
150,000 rupees (US$6,541,500). 

Construction work on the 
wharf berths is to start in Jan- 
uary 1955, and completion is 
scheduled for March 1956, the 
end of the Five-Year Plan pe- 
riod. Upon completion of the 
four new berths, Cochin port 
will have 10 wharf berths for 
loading and unloading export- 
import merchandise. 


ak 











Deutsche Welle Introduces 
Foreign-Language Broadcasts 


The “Deutsche Welle” (German 
Wave), the short-wave service oper 
ated jointly by the Working Associa- 
tion of the German Radio Stations in 
the Federal Republic of Germany and 
the German Government have intro- 
duced foreign-language broadcasts. 

News only is being broadcast—in 
English, French, Spanish, and Portu- 
guese—but features and commentaries 
may be added later. Broadcasts are 
devoted mainly to coverage of German 
news. 

The Deutsche Welle started opera- 
tions more than a year ago with Ger- 
man-language broadcasts designed for 
German-speaking audiences overseas, 
The principal weakness of the opera- 
tion has been, however, the low power 
of its two 20-kilowatt transmitters, 
Sufficient funds have now been made 
available by the radio stations to begin 
construction .of two 100-kilowatt 
transmitters in Juelich near Cologne, 





S. African Pipeline Planned 


A contract has been signed between 
a body of local financiers and indus- 
trialists and a surveying and engl 
neering firm for the survey of a petro- 
leum products pipeline between the 
Witwatersrand and Durban, South 
Africa, according to local information. 

The survey was to be started on 
October 1, and following its comple- 
tion establishment of a company or 
public utilities corporation is planned 
for delivering petroleum products to 
the Rand at considerably lower prices. 
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‘TRANSPORT NoTES| 


The Colombian Government has 
signed an agreement with Aerovias 
Nacionales de Colombia, S. A., to pur- 
chase, for 12.5 million pesos, most of 
the AVIANCA-owned airports and 
aviation communications system. An 
airport corporation allegedly will be 
formed to operate and maintain the 
Government-owned airports and the 
aviation communications system. 

Forty-one airports and landing 
strips are included in the purchase 
agreement. 





Tecchin y Cia., Brazilian engineers, 
has been awarded the contract to 
construct a bridge over the Rio Grande 
and thus complete the one unfinished 
link on the new railroad from Santa 
Cruz to Corumba in Brazil, and in- 
cidentally provide a new transconti- 
nental route from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. 

The project will cost 41.5 million 
Belgian francs, $150,300, and 89.7 
million cruzeiros, according to the 
joint Bolivian-Brazilian Railway Com- 
mission, which awarded the contract. 
—Emb., La Paz. 





Lloyd Aereo Boliviano (LAB), the 
National Air Transport Service, which 
celebrated its twenty-ninth anniver- 
sary in September, announced a new 
schedule of freight and passenger 
rates effective October l-on its ex- 
tensive network of domestic services 
linking all of the principal popula- 
tion centers of Bolivia. 

The company explained that cur- 
rent rates were so low that only by 
means of Government subsidies had 
it been able to remain in business 
and that any accumulation of funds 
with which to purchase new equip- 


ment had been impossible——Emb., La 
Paz. 





Linea Aeropostal Venezolana ex- 
pected to receive the first of two Su- 
per-Constellations at the end of Oc- 
tober. A crew came to the United 
States for training in the operation of 
A ghana and was to fly it to Vene- 
zuela. 





A new ferry service between Spain, 
Morocco, and Algeria has been in- 
augurated with the SS. Huesca of the 
Spanish Shipping Company’s Empresa 
Nacional Elcano. 

Weekly round trips are to be made 
from Alicante, Spain, with calls at 
Tangier, Ceuta, Melilla and Malaga 
alternately, and Oran. The 2,380- 
gross-ton vessel, built in Spain, has a 
capacity of 280 passengers. 





A proposal to develop a canal from 
Seville to the sea, following the chan- 
nel of the Guadalquivir River, has 
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Pakistan Starts Air 
Parcel Service 


Pakistan planned to establish 
air parcel service to Belgium, 
Denmark, West Germany, the 
Netherlands, Hong Kong, Iraq, 
Italy, and Japan beginning 
October 1. 

Air-parcel insurance to these 
countries will not be available 
for the present. Weight and size 
limitations, compensation for 
loss or damage, use of customs 
declaration forms and dispatch 
notes, availability of ancilliary 
services, and the like, however, 
will be the same for air parcels 
as for surface parcels. 











Britain Orders New 
Diesel Equipment 


The British Transport Commission, 
as a further step in its program for 
the development of multiple-unit 
lightweight diesel passenger trains, 
has placed a contract with British 
United Traction, Ltd., of London, for 
43 sets of power equipment and 21 sets 
of trailer-car equipment. Each power 
car will embody two 150-horsepower 
diesel engines with mechanical trans- 
mission. 


The cars for which the power equip- 
ment is intended will be designed and 
built at the Swindon works of British 
Railways (Western Region). 


British Railways has now under- 
taken the expenditure of over £43 
million on lightweight diesel devel- 
opment. Services already are in op- 
eration in the West Riding of York- 
shire, and further services are expect- 
ed to be introduced this winter in 
West Cumberland, in Lincolnshire, 
and on the Watford Junction-St. Al- 
bans line. 





Pakistan Announces Insured 
Letter Service to Japan 


Surface letters from Pakistan to Ja- 
pan now may be insured to a maxi- 
mum value of 3,000 rupees, under the 
same conditions and subject to the 
same rates of postage as apply to un- 
insured letters to Japan and to in- 
sured letters to other countries in 
general, Pakistan has announced. 

The insurance fee, which is in addi- 
tion to the postage and registration 
fee, is 8% annas (about US$0.16) for 
each 30 rupees of value. 





been sent to the Spanish Ministry of 
Public Works by the port authorities 
of Seville. The canal, estimated to 
cost more than 1 billion pesetas, would 
enable vessels of 14,000 tons displace- 
ment to dock at the port of Seville. 


Coaxial Cable Links 
Norway and Scotland 


The British Post Office cable vessel 
Monarch began laying a 36-line coax- 
ial telephone cable—said to be the 
longest of its kind in the world— 
from Norway to Scotland on October 4. 

The 500-kilometer cable starts at 
Solstrand in Os near Bergen and ends 
just north of Aberdeen, Scotland. The 
cable laying was expected to take only 
3 days, but the link will not be ready 
for use until the first of next year. 

The $3-million project is 
financed under the NATO (North At- 
lantic Treaty Organization) infra- 
structure program. 

A new 450-kilometer coaxial cable 
between Oslo and Bergen, under con- 
struction by the Norwegian Telegraph 
Service, eventually will join the sub- 
marine cable, resulting in direct tele- 
phone service between Oslo and Lon- 
don. 

Norway attaches considerable im- 
portance to this communications link 
inasmuch as telephone service to the 
British Isles in the past has had to 
pass through Denmark and the Low 
Countries at great inconvenience and 
expense to the Norwegians. 





Services Between Panama 
And Lima Modified by LAV 


Linea Aeropostal Venezolana has 
eliminated its direct flight from Cara- 
cas (Maiquetia) to Lima, and substi- 
tuted weekly flights between the two 
cities via Maracaibo and Panama, 
utilizing Constellations. 


This flight now is LAV’s only service 
to Panama, as the thrice-weekly Cara- 
cas-Maracaibo-Panama flights, oper- 
ated with Martin 2-0-2’s, also have 
been suspended. 

The new weekly flights to Lima via 
Maracaibo and Panama leave Mai- 
quetia at 9 a.m. Thursdays, arriving in 
Lima at 6:45 pm. On Fridays, the 
flight departs Lima at 9 a.m., arriving 
in Maiquetia at 8 p.m. 





Liberian Government To Buy 
Radio Broadcasting Station 


The Liberian Government has de- 
cided to buy a radio broadcasting sta- 
tion capable of covering the country’s 
43,000 square miles and has allowed 
$18,000 to $20,000 for the purchase in 
next year’s budget. 

Gates 1,000-watt shortwave equip- 
ment is to be installed and main- 
tained by Government radio engi- 
neers. 





Cuban imports of lard and rendered 
pork fat during the third quarter of 
1954 totaled 31,166,000 pounds, 17 per- 
cent less than in the corresponding 
quarter in 1953. 
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U. S. Photographic Exports Rise 


U. S. exports of motion-picture films 
and equipment during the first half 
of 1954 amounted to $18,457,874, and 
were nearly 30 percent higher than the 
January-June 1953 exports valued at 
$14,297,432, according to preliminary 
statistics of the Bureau of the Census. 

This sharp increase in exports was 
due largely to much greater foreign 
shipments of 8- mm. motion - picture 
equipment, and motion-picture thea- 
ter equipment, but the value of exports 
of motion-picture films also increased. 

Total exports of all types of motion- 
picture equipment, including cameras, 
projection equipment, sound equip- 
ment, and studio equipment, during 
the first 6 months of 1954 were valued 
at $7,787,265, about 47 percent higher 
than exports in the first half 1953, 
valued at $5,286,939. Prominent in 
these increased equipment exports 
were large foreign shipments of 
sound - reproducing equipment, mo- 
tion-picture screens, and theater pro- 
jection equipment. Large increases 
also were registered in exports of 8- 


mm. motion-picture cameras and pro- 
jectors and in 16-mm. sound pro- 
jectors. 

Exports of unexposed motion-pic- 
ture film (rawstock) were considerably 
higher in the first half of 1954, 
amounting to 191,977,153 linear feet 
valued at $5,433,229, compared with 
163,620,935 linear feet valued at $3,- 
704,933 in the first 6 months of 1953. 
Although exports of 35-mm. positive 
rawstock film declined in the first half 
of 1954 exports of all other types of 
unexposed - motion picture films in- 
creased substantially. 


Exports of exposed feature films, 
both 35-mm. and 16-mm., positive and 
negative, in the first half of 1954 
totaled 145,305,741 linear feet valued 
at $5,237,380 compared with 158,089,070 
linear feet valued at $5,305,560 during 
January-June 1953. 

Details of exports of motion-picture 
films and equipment during the first 
half of 1953 and 1954 are shown in 
the following table: 


U. 8S. Exports of Motion-Picture Films and Equipment 


January-June 1953 


January-June 1954 





Unerposed, sensitized, motion- 






































picture film (rawstock): Linear feet Dollars Linear feet Dollars 
35-mm. positive film ...........ccccceces 85,103,055 1,405,874 79,139,279 1,645,729 
35-mm. negative film ..........ccsecccess 24,870,858 1,048,316 36,947,477 2,051,582 
as SE ne cc ccccecectcoecens 21,326,237 195,909 36,047,413 308 047 
PP, TUOUMEIVO BIW once cicccicvcsccccs 27,550,511 766,077 33,256,769 972,830 
i MED, J. 6 chvceccesed déceant 78,556 7,875 159,445 13,969 
SUED, “MGURSIVO TIM occ sc ccc cccccccccses 4,691,718 280,882 6,426,770 441,072 
EE dtlads coggbbecwsusendoecdeécocdess 163,620,935 3,704,933 191,977,153 5,433,229 
Exposed or developed motion- 
picture feature films: 
35-mm. negative features ............... 4,481,933 302,266 a 185 224,163 
16-mm. negative features .............. 956,676 57,828 997,275 73,021 
35-mm. positive features ............... 134,361,381 4,382,627 124,685,818 4,486,794 
16-mm. positive features ............... "289,080 562,839 16,054,463 453,402 
DGS cpacctus ee Vedeseb@eoenesesscnd 158,089,070 5,305,560 145,305,741 5,237,380 
Motion-picture cameras: Number Dollars Number Dollars\ 
oath a cc aeedecanceeeac 134 209,409 62 155,490 
I NOTIN sé CeweccacVevccect¥Viecece 2,885 361,423 2,460 322,860 
I sails octincndbesevecane 6,857 261,575 20,526 528,850 
Din hialebhwaees debeedceceoeceeseres 9,876 832,407 23,048 1,007,200 
Motion-picture projectors: 
I, MURR cdc acccadiscciseccecccce 480 244,016 578 324,466 
16-mm. silent projectors ...........ssee+. 705 60,431 1,007 92,799 
16-mm. sound projectors .........seses5. 3,563 1,177,417 4,348 1,418,939 
ih SE i caccevhsaghecachepecee 4,196 222,033 10,432 410,650 
OG. Si dahinwte cbt tB niece dese oe bkees 8,944 1,703,897 16,365 2,246,854 
Other motion-picture equipment: 
Sound recording equipment ............. 407,765 394,325 
Sound reproducing equipment ........... ades 408,701 fans 1,173,269 
TE’! 90. paca deasdcdeehbesotecosece 417 140,157 477 192,597 
Motion-picture screens .......6..seeeeeees endo 233,371 wies 1,015,905 
Motion-picture projection equipment 
a Ce Me Cl -. | dssnas kas geod eveeee 967,307 1,155,315 
Motion-picture studio equipment ........ 593,334 601,800 
ag degen A Sy al fay a ped, 2,750,635 4,533,211 
Grand total ...... CuEe NE dbs cess dbeee 14,297,432 18,457,874 
Source: Bureau of the Census. 
Two Colombian Textile Companies Consolidated 
Two important Colombian rayon lombiana de Tejidos (COLTEJER), 


companies, Viscosa Colombiana S. A., 
of Medellin, and Indurayon Consoli- 
dada, S. A., of Barranquilla, merged in 
September. 

The consolidation of the two firms 
Was arranged by officials of Cia. Co- 


big stockholders in Viscosa Colom- 
biana, and Fabrica de Hilados y Teji- 
dos del Hato (FABRICATO) and Teji- 
which control the stock of Indurayon. 
This is the largest textile merger ever 
effected in Colombia. 







West GermanC hemicaa : 
Imports Rise Sharply — 


Imports of chemical products int’ 
the Federal Republic of Germany have 
increased sharply, reaching nearly 
400 million German marks ( 
million), in the first 6 months of 1 
a gain of more than 40 percent oyg 
such imports in the first half of 1953 
Percentagewise imports of chemicaj 
products increased to 4.5 percent from 
3.8 percent of total German imports 
during the corresponding periods, 


West German exports of chemicals 
have also increased, but not so shat 
ly as have imports. 


The increase of chemical impos 
extended to all categories; particular 
ly large were those of industrig) 
chemicals, which rose to 51 milligg) 
marks ($11.8 million) in the firs 
half of 1954 from 34 million marks. 
($8.5 million) in the first half of 195% 
Imports of pharmaceutical products 
rose to 32 million marks ($7.6 million) 
from 8 million marks ($1.9 million) 
during the like periods. 

The same steadily rising import 
tendency is seen in imports of plas 
tics and plastic semi-fabrications. Im- 
ports of photochemical products) 
which reached a value of 10.8 million 
marks ($2.5 million) in the first § 
months of 1954, were double those of 
the corresponding period in 1953. 








Spain Imports 70 Percent 
Of Nitrogenous Fertilizers 


Estimates of available supplies of 
fertilizers in Spain during the 1954-§ 
crop year indicate that consumption” 
will amount to 100,000-125,000 tons N, 
250,000 tons P.O;, and 75,000 tons K,0, 


Spain is self-sufficient in phosphati¢. 
and potassium fertilizers but must im- 
port approximately 70 percent of the 
nitrogenous materials. Production of 
nitrogenous fertilizers during 1953-54 
amounted to 42,000 tons, which was 
nearly double the output of the pre- 
ceding year. The nitrogenous mate 
rials produced include ammonium stl- 
fate, ammonium nitrate, ammonium- 
calcium nitrate, and calcium cyam- 
amide. 

Production of superphosphate, the 
only phosphatic fertilizer made i 
Spain, totaled 1,318,000 tons, equiva 
lent to 210,000 tons BO; in 1953-54. 

Spain is a prominent exporter of 
potash. Output in 1953-54 amounted 
to approximately 185,000 tons K.O, of 
which 75 percent was exported. The O 
principal destinations of the potash 
exports were Japan, Beligum-Luxem- 
bourg, the United Kingdom, the 
United States, the Netherlands, and® ;, 
Italy, in that order. : 
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|W. Germany Increases Mexican Use and Production of 
Wnstrument Exports 


rts of the West German pre- 
on instruments industries have 
peen increasing steadily, and reached 
4.7 percent of total production in 
1953 as compared with 40.6 percent 
Mn 1952. This percentage increased 
further to 42.1 percent of produc- 
tion in the first half of 1954. 
By these increases, the precision 
ents and optical industries 
pave consolidated their position as 
the most intensive West German ex- 
port industry group. These industries 
accounted for 34.2 percent of world 
trade in such commodities in 1953, 
although they had not recovered their 
prewar position of 1936, when Ger- 
many’s share stood at 41.2 percent. 

Annual sales in 1953 reached 1.39 
billion German marks (US$321 million) 
in comparison with 1952 sales of 1.27 
billion marks ($293 million). Produc- 
tion reached 12,500 marks per em- 
ployee in 1953, against 12,400 marks in 
1952. Nevertheless, in some parts of the 
industry production per employee 
dropped in 1953 from that of 1952, for 
example, to 9,800 marks from 10,400 
marks in the optical industry, and to 
14,700 marks from 15,200 marks in 
the photographic and movie industry. 
On the other hand, it increased to 
13,800 marks from 11,900 marks in 
the fine mechanical industry, and to 
11,500 marks from 9,900 marks in the 
medical instruments industry. 

On the basis of the value of pro- 
duction, the optical industry experi- 
enced the largest increase of the group 
in 1953 over 1952, a rise of 15 percent 
to 142.9 million German marks ($33 
million). In the fine mechanical in- 
dustry, the value of production rose 
by 10 percent to 274.9 million marks 
($63 million); in the watch industry, 
by 9 percent to 385.7 million marks 
($89 million); and in the photographic 
and motion picture industry, by 6 per- 
ag to 373.9 million marks ($86 mil- 
ion). 





Production of Canadian 
Footwear Down in 1954 


Canadian footwear production 
totaling 21,921,012 pairs in the first 
Tmonths of 1954, declined more than 
7 percent from the output of 23,664,- 
835 in the corresponding period of 
1953. Manufacture of footwear with 
soles other than leather amounted to 
13,817,157 pairs for the first 7 months 
of 1954. Production in July—as is nor- 
mal for the month—was the lowest 
for the current year. 


Of the 260 factories in operation in 
July, 1 was located in Alberta, 8 in 
British Columbia, 7 in Manitoba, 3 in 





. the 
, and 


Veekly 


New Brunswick, 1 in Newfoundland, 2 
in Nova Scotia, 84 in Ontario, and 154 
in Quebec. 
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Pest Control Products Rises 


Mexico is rapidly becoming conscious of the need to combat pests and 
in recent years a sizeable insecticide compounding and distributing 


industry has been established. 


Estimated production by about 33 firms in 1953 totaled 171,108,000 


pounds, of which about 94 percent 
agriculture. 

Latest official statistics for 1950 in- 
dicate that 30 manufacturers—com- 
pounding and packaging—represented 
an investment of $4,985,000 and pro- 
duced finished insecticides worth $4,- 
840,000. 

Raw materials available for com- 
pounding of pesticides are calcium 
arsenate, sulfur, lead, and kerosene; 
all other raw materials, as well as in- 
erts, must be imported. The United 
States is the principal source for im- 
ports of these materials. él 


Consumption Increases 


Although data on consumption of 
pesticides in Mexico are not available, 
it is considered that production plus 
imports approximated 210 million 
pounds in 1953. 

As Mexico urgently needs to increase 
its food supply, consumption of pesti- 
cides for agricultural purposes should 
steadily increase, and in all probability 
double within the next 6 to 8 years. 


The Mexican Government and indi- 
vidual farmers have seen demon- 
strated the practical results of using 
scientifically compounded insecticides, 
not only on cotton but on secondary 
farm crops. The Government also is 
beginning to protect stored grains 
and cereals from destruction by in- 
sects. Use of weed killers is small, but 
gaining in popularity. It is conceiv- 
able that the public health program 
may be expanded and eventually ac- 
count for a larger consumption of in- 
secticides. 


Chemical Production High 


Mexico for many years has beefi one 
of the world’s principal producers of 
arsenic. Recently the country started 
production of sulfur on a basis which 
will not only make it self-sufficient 
but provide a substantial quantity for 
export. Requirements of technical 
DDT and BHC heretofore have been 
imported but the Government labora- 
tory is beginning to produce BHC on 
a modest scale and eventually produc- 
tion probably will be stepped up to 
take care of the country’s needs. 

An American concern recently sur- 
veyed the possibilities for establishing 
a DDT plant in Mexico, and it appears 
likely the project will materialize, par- 
ticularly if another U. S. concern, in 
conjunction with a Mexican company, 
raises the domestic output of chlorine. 

Certain pesticides, for which the 
market is too small to justify local 
production, will continue to be im- 


is believed to have been used for 


ported, but such items as DDT, BHC, 
and copper sulfate, within the next 
3 or 4 years, probably will be in suffi- 
cient production to meet require- 
ments. The pattern of imports is fast 
changing. In May 1953 the Govern- 
ment issued a decree placing insecti- 
cides under import control and since 
then the Ministry of Economy has 
denied licenses for all but a few rela- 
tively unimportant items. 


An increase in Mexican demand for 
U. S. pesticides is doubtful, and the 
demand for prepared insecticides will 
not be great. Until such time as BHC 
and DDT are manufactured in suffi- 
cient amounts, U. S. producers will be 
able to supply technical grades and 
concentrates for formulation in 
Mexico. French and Belgian pro- 
ducers are reported to have been quot- 
ing lower prices on BHC than those 
prevailing in the. United States, and 
in addition extending credit up to 30 
months. This is formidable competi- 
tion, but U. S. insecticides have a 
splendid reputation and, prices being 
equal, are preferred—Emb., Mexico 
City. 








Portugal Produces More 
Cork; Supply Still Low 


The 1954 strip from cork trees in 
Portugal totaled about 135,000 metric 
tons, according to information from 
the Portuguese National Cork Board. 
This amount is slightly above last 
year’s figure but is still relatively low. 

Even if the figure is increased by 
the usual 30 percent to allow for 
illegal strippings which are not de- 
clared, there is little prospect that 
this year’s production will have much 
effect in easing the present shortage 
of raw cork. On the basis of the 9- 
year cyclical pattern in Portuguese 
cork production, however, next year’s 
strip should show further improve- 
ment. 





Cuba’s 1954 milk production is ex- 
pected to increase 15 percent over 
last year’s output of 1,376 million 
pounds, the Foreign Agricultural Sery- 
ice reports. 

This record will be attained even 
though producers are restricting pro- 
duction because of the inability of 
milk processing plants to handle de- 
liveries. 
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Natural Rubber Output Higher 


World natural rubber production for 
September 1954 was estimated at 165,- 
000 long tons by the Secretariat of 
the International Rubber Study Group, 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
has announced. 


Output in September a year ago was 
placed at 147,500 tons. Production in 
the first 9 months of 1954 totaled 
1,300,000 tons, an increase of 30,000 
tons over the 1,270,000 tons reported 
in the like period of 1953. 

World natural rubber consumption 
was estimated at 150,000 tons in Sep- 
tember 1954 as against 137,500 tons in 
September 1953. The cumulative 9- 
month total for 1954 was 1,255,000 
tons, up 57,500 tons from the corre- 
sponding 1953 figure of 1,197,500 tons. 

Imports of natural rubber into the 
U. 8.8. R. and China, included in these 
consumption figures, were estimated 
at 11,500 tons in September 1954, com- 
pared with 9,350 tons in September 
1953. Imports in January-September 
1954 totaled 51,875 tons compared 
with 89,200 tons in January-Septem- 
ber 1953. 

Up 15,000 tons from the December 
31, 1953, position, world stocks of 
natural rubber at the end of Sep- 
tember were estimated at 845,000 tons, 
consisting of 267,500 tons in produc- 
ing areas, 405,000 tons in consuming 
areas (excluding Russian and Chinese 
stocks, and Government stocks in the 
United States, the United Kingdom, 
and France), and 172,500 tons afloat. 

World synthetic rubber operations 
(excluding Russia) for September 1954 
were as follows: Production and con- 
sumption balanced at 60,000 tons; 
end-of-month stocks 187,500 tons, 
down: 12,500 tons from the December 
31, 1953, position. In September 1953, 
output was estimated at 68,406 tons, 
and consumption at 67,500 tons. In 
the first 9 months of 1954, production 
was placed at 520,000 tons, and con- 
sumption at 525,000 tons. In the like 
period of 1953, the figures were 738,325 
tons and 687,500 tons, respectively. 

World consumption of natural and 


synthetic rubber totaled 1,780,000 tons 
in January-September 1954, as against 
1,885,000 tons in the like period of 1953. 
Consumption in the United States de- 
clined to 888,865 tons from 1,043,171 
tons, but foreign consumption, exclud- 
ing Russian and Chinese, increased to 
839,000 tons from 752,600 tons, or 11.5 
percent. 





Honduras Increases Use of 
Automotive Equipment 


Motor vehicles in operation in 
Honduras as of October 1954 totaled 
2,333 passenger cars, 3,932 trucks, 77 
buses, and 203 motorcycles, compared 
with 1,679 cars, 3,022 trucks, 81 buses, 
and 190 motorcycles in May 1953. 

Honduras imported 838 passenger 
cars and station wagons, 795 trucks, 
and 5 buses in the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 1953, compared with 480 cars 
and station wagons, 878 trucks, and 
10 buses imported in the preceding 
fiscal year. 

Of the 1952-53 imports, the United 
States supplied 783 passenger cars and 


Station wagons, 715 trucks, and 5 
buses. 


— ws. 
ECSC Coal Stocks Up, “= 


Producers Encouraged 


Coal inventories of the six Europeay 
Coal and Steel Community (EC8q' 
nations reached 15 million metric toy 
by September 30 or 4.5 million mon 
than a year earlier and about 8 million, 
above year-end 1952 levels. 

Of the 15 million metric tons, $j 
million were in France and the Saar, 
Belgian coal stocks stood at 4 million 
metric tons as of September 30. The 
rise in French coal stocks occurred in 
spite of high industrial activity and 
shortened work days for coal miner 

Coal producers in the ECSC are en- 
couraged, however, by a recent fore 
cast that by the late 1960’s total an- 
nual electricity consumption of th 
Community countries will be about 3} 
billion kilowatts above current levels 
It is believed that in order to meg 
these needs the electric utilities i 
those nations will require 44 million 
more metric tons of coal per year that 
they are now using. 


In 








Egypt’s cotton crop for the 1954-5 
season is officially estimated at 1,503- 
000 bales (500 pounds gross), with pri- 
vate estimates averaging about 1,600; 
000 bales, the Foreign Agricultura 
Service reports. 
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